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REPORT
OF THE

GOVERNOR OF IDAHO.
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMEN:'1',

Boise City, Idaho, October 1, 1887.
Sm: In compliance with your request of August 11, I have the honor
to submit the following report of-the affairs, progress, and development
of the Territory of Idaho during the past year, and make such suggestions relating to the Territory as in my judgment should receive the
attention of the Department and be laid before Congress.
Although I have resided in the Territory more than twenty years
and traveled extensively over most parts of it, and tried in every way
to gather statistical information, I have to regret that in so large a Territory, with such a diversity of interests, many interesting subjects of
importance have escaped my attention. Besides, Idaho has no bureau
of statistics for collecting facts and figures, so that making an intelligent and reliable report is almost impossible.
The census of 1880 gave the population at 32,(HO, and the vote for
Delegate in Congress for the same year was 7,223. It will be remembered that nearly three-fourths of the population were at that time
adult males. There were comparatively but few children, and schoolhouses were confined to the towns and villages, while now we have
over 20,000 children of' school age, and school-houses scattered over the
Territory.
The vote at the last election was 15,358, to which should be added at
least 3,000 Mormons who are disfranchised, which gives us 18,358,
which multiplied by five gives a population of 91,790. Thi.3 estimate
~snot too large, as there are a large number Qf aliens who have no
vote. · There are at least 10,000 of this class in Idaho; besides, the
population is scattered over a large region in accessible to voting places,
and especially in the mountains and stock ranges· a very large number
do not go to the polls. Again, the increase for the last year lrns been
larger than ever before· known in the Territory, and I have no <loubt if
a census was taken to-day the population would exceed a hundred
thousand. From the most-reliable data. gathered from assessors and
the best posted men in the different counties, I can safely put tbe present
population as computed and given in the accompanyiug table from each
county at 97,250.
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Population, 1887.
Counties.

Populatio11.

Ada ............................ ..... .
Alturas .. ......•.•...••..•••. .......
BearLake ...•............•..........

~~~;t~~::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::~
Cassia .•.••..•..•...•.•...•••...•••..
Cu::1ter .. : • ..•••.•••..............•..
Idaho ..... •••••... .••....• .....•. •..
Kootenai. •.....•••••.••..•••..•••.•.

10,000
16, 250
5,200
10,500
4,000
4,000
8,500
4,250
2,500

Population.

Counties.
Lemhi . . . . . •• • •• . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . .
Nez Perce. . . . . . • • • . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . .
Oneida ............•...........·...
Ow_vhee....... .. . .•. . ••. . .•. ......
Shoshone..........................
Washington......................
Total ........•......••..•....

4,600

9 600
6; 000
8,850
8,500
5,000

1----97,250

Total vote cast J01· Delegate to Congress.
No.of votes
cast.

¥ears.

m~:: ::: :: :::::::::: :::: :::: ::: ::::::

7,228
11,020

No.of votes
cast.

Yea.rs.

1884 ....... : ................ ........ · ·
1886 . ................... ······ ······· ·

12,288
15,858

At the election of 1886 there were at least 3,000 Mormons who were
entitled to vote in the Territory, provided they took the test oath passed
by the thirteenth session of the legislative assembly, which reads as
follows:
.
You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are a male citizen of the United States,
over the age of twenty·one years; that you have actually resided in this Territory
for four months last past and in this county thirty days; that you are not a bigamist
or polygamist; that you are not a member of any order, organization, or association.
which teaches, advises, counsels, or encourages its mcmbers,devotees, or any other person to commit the crime of bigamy Ol' polygamy or any other crime defined l>y law, as a
duty arising or resulting from membership in such order, or~anization, or association,
or which practices bigamy or polygamy or plural or celestial marriages as a doctrinal
rite of such organization; t;hat yon do not, either publicly or privatel:v_ or in ~ny
manner whatever teach, advise, ·counsel,or encourage any person to comm1tthecnme
of bigamy or polygamy or any other crime defined by law, either as a religious duty
or otherwise; that you regard the Constitution of the United States and the laws
thereof, and of this Territory, as interpreted by the courts as the supreme law of. he
land, the teachings of any order, organization, or association to the contrary notwithstanding, and that you have not previously voted at this fllection: So help yotl God.

This oath the Mormons refused to .take, although every voter must
take this same oath, if challenged, before hi ballot can be deposited in
the ballot· box.
Valuation of taxable property in the Territory.
Counties.

1886.

Acla ..........•..... $2, 663, 603. 80
Alturas .. .......... 8, 356, 956. 7l
BearLake .. ........
490,176.10

~~::~~:::::::::::
Cassia ............. .
Custer .............
Idaho ..............
Kootenai ........•..

1887.

$2, 977, 384- 00

2, 048, 056. 00
626,831.50
760,596.00
601,108.00
6f>4. 885. 00
432,078.00

*Decrease, $172,967.

8,805,818.00
671,898.00
2, 267, 776. 00
660,291.00
793,403.00
1,090,077.00
753, 0 4. 00
966,478.00

1886.

Counties.
Lemhi ... ........ .

N z Perce .........

Oneida ............
Owyl1ee .... ... ... .
Sbosbone .........
Washington .......

$525, 021, 00
2, 205, 240. 00
777,862.00
1,017,836.00
929,680.00
635,692.20

1887.
$835,205.00
*2, 032, 23i. 08
1, 0 o. 9 i. 00
1,096,864.
f-91!0, 115.
.00
783,

Total.. .. . .... 17,725,122.00 20, 741, 19- 00

t Decrease, $9,000 •

. The a es ed valuation mu t be under tood as being exceedingly low;
m fact, only a fraction of the real value. The assessors in many of the
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counties put a fixed price on cattle which in some instances was about
their cash value, and as other property was not assessed at half of the
cash value the stock grower offers the assessor his account as to numbers of stock, and from this number must be subtracted a large· percentage to cover possible losses of the previous winter and his pretend~d
uncertainty as to the actual number he can find on the range. It 1s
a well understood fact, that cattle per head were assessed at their full
cash value this year in some counties, but not one-half of the actual
number of cattle and other live stock were entered on the assessment
rolls. Improved real estate, merchandise, and other property is not
assessed at one-half its cash value in this Territory.
Again, our vast mining properties are not taxable; neither is there
any bullion tax on their products. Growing crops are also exempt, and
as the assessments are made early in the spring, but little grain, fruit,
hay, or other products of our farmers are ever on the assessment rolls.
The loss of stock during the last winter in ·the whole Territory did
not exceed 2½ per cent.
We have no contagious diseases among our cattle or horses, nor bas
the legislature ever enacted any quarant.ine laws.
_
Quantity.

Articles.

Quantity.

Articles.

Grain 1'.aised this year •.•.••. bushels ..
Hay raised this year .•••••.••.•. tons ..
Horses reported .•••• ~ .•••••...••......

2,374,325
342,914
132,922

Cattle .•.•.......•.•...........•......
Sheep reported ... .•••.••.•...........
Hogs reported ..•••..•...•............

442,363
312,248
60,411

Taxable property.
Years.

Values.

1880 .•••...• ·...................... .
1881. .••.•.•••••.•..•• •••••• .•••••.
1882 .••...••••••.••••.•.••••..••••.
1883 .............................. .

$6, 408, 089. 14
8,066,365.75
9, 339, 071. 05
13, 938, 412. 31

,

.

Years.

Values.

1884 .•..••...•. •..••. •.••••. .•.••.
1885 ...•• ..•••••. .••• . •••••• ..•...
1886 ...........•. . .•• ••• ..• •... ••.
1887 ..•••..•.....•••.•.••••.......

$1.5, 4~7. 598. 34
16, 230, 530. 84
17, 725, 12~. 00
20,741, ]!)2. 00

Production of grain and hay, and number of horses,-cattle, etc., in 1887.
Hay produced.

Horses.

Cattle.

Sheep.

"Tona.
Bushels.
Ada ...................... ~.
25,000
832,000
Alturas . ..........•..•.... .. No report. No report.
:BearLake .......•.••... •...
55,225
50,000
75,000
Bingham. .............•..••.
195,000
Bois6 ........•....•.•..•....
29,500
11,000
Cassia .........•..•.•...•••.
10,000
245,000
2,914
Custer .. ...........• •••.....
42,600
30,000
Idaho .•••••..•••••.....••.•.
295,000
Kootenai .•....••..••...•... No report. No report.
12,000
Lemhi ......•...•...•.......
213,000
Nez Perces ..•......•••.•...
469,000 No report.
Oneida .........•...••.......
12,000
135,000
153,000
40,000
or;:yhee . .••.....•..••.......
report. :;joreport.
s oshone ··•·······•·· .•.... No 210,000
75,000
Washington ..•. -~··· .•...•.

Number.

Number.

Number.

Counties.

Total •••..•••..••...•.

Grain
raised.

2,374,825

342,914

18,000
6,846
3,500
6,631
1,800
20,000
2,492
12,000
524
5,250
5,868
4,661
20,000
350
25,000
132,922

30,000
50,000
22,959
23,151
19,500
8,000
20,229
8,322
4. 900
1,278
100,000
50,000
9,483
7,798
15,430
9,000
1,150
59
12,200 No report.
15,912
4,640
60. 000
25,000
90,000
100,000
600 No report.
40,000
30,000
442,363

312,248

- Hogs.
Number.
8,

gg~

No report.
371
742
3,000
172
4,124

No report.

1,275
3,038
3,000
1,000
138
40,000

60,411
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SETTLEMENT .A.ND SALE OF UNITED STATES LANDS.

For information on this subject I am under obligations to the officers
of the United States land office, who have kindly furnished me the following reliable information :
U. S . LAND OFFICE, BOISE CITY, IDAHO.

SIR: The following is a full exhibit of the business of this office from the 1st day

of July, 1886, to the 31st day of August, 1887, inclusive:
No.

Class.

Homestead entries .............•..•................ . ..•...............•..•.•.... ..... . 170

152
73
107
12
69
== :: :: :: : :::::::::::::::::::: :·: :::: :: : : ::: : : : 60
2
Timber-culture final proofs ...• .• ..••.•.••• .•...•...•• ..•...•...•........•......•.. ••·

t:b:l!~1iu~~~;~ries·.:::::
::::::::: :::: :: :::: :: ::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :: ::: :: :::::::::
D esert-land entries ........................ .... ............................. . ........ .

f{~~i!rlil,ittf!; :::::::::: :::::::

Acres.
25,194.17
20, 000.00
8,924, 36
33,485. 71
1,800.00
6, 879. 53
8,950.67
319. 80
105,554. 24

Total ......•••...•....... .....•...•••.•..•......•... ..••....•.......•...........

Of 2,576,731.07 acres of surveyed lands in this district about 1,500,000 are still open
to settlement, the greater portion of which is susceptible of cufoivation. There a~e
about 7,500,000 acres of unsurveyed land in this district, of which at least one-half 1s
susceptible of cultivation.
Very respectfully,
HARLEN PEFLEY,

Register.

H .. C.

BRANSTETTER,

Receiver.

Hon. E . .A.. STEVENSON;
Gove1·nor of Idaho, Boise City, Idaho.

UNITED STATES LAND OFFICE,

Lewiston, Idaho, September 8, 1887.
Sm: Your lotter of August 22, l887, came duly to hand. I had i ntended_ answering earlier, but the work incident to making up a compilation such as you wish, coming as it did when we were very busy making up our monthly reports, prevented an
earlier reply.
I have the honor to give the following statistics, gathered from our books: From
July l , l ~SG, t o June ::30, 1887, there have been made 216 pre emption :filit1~s, 11_relinquishments, leaving 205, covering 28, 580 acres; 1'26 homestead ~ling , 3 rel10qu1 hments, leaving 123, covering 17,917 acres; 141 cash entries, coverrng 17,847 a:res \
final homestead entries, covering 13,9~8 acres ; 34 tiruber-culture filings, 2 rel11.~qu1 hments, leaving 32, covering 3,600 acres; 3 final timber-culture entries, covering 400
acr es.
The e :figures are only approximately correct. They could be made al> 'Ol~tely , o
only after an immense deal of labor. As to tho amount ofland surveyed and still open
to settlement statistics would be useless, for the reason that a great deal of such land
is too rocky or too steop to be worth anything, while the labor of :finding such statistics would be very great. I may say, how ver, that pretty much all the laud fit
for cultivation that bas been surveyed· has been taken up. I can give no intelligent
opinion as to the amount of good la.nd that bas never been snrv yed . There i , however, a great deal, and we aro con tantly in receipt of applicntion to file upon unsurv y d l'ancl. By reference to tho map it will be found that comparativ ly only a
small p,art of the land in northern Idaho has been surveyed, and it seem to rue that
a gre3:t deal more ought to bo snrYeycd as soon as po ible if thi section i ev r to
gro w m population. I folly a,gree with you concerning the Indian re ervation . T~e
N z Pere s re ervation is an immen e tract of land containioo- ome of the mo t.fertile
lane~ in north rn Idaho, and I dare say in the worl~l. It is ngw almo. t u eles . The
~d1 n. d not u.-e it, nor an the settler. lf it were opened, oach Indian might be
~'.1! n a. ~ne farm, an
ill 1 •a.ve a. great p· rt open for white settler . I uppo
it 18 80 with all the re erv ti us. I am informed that the better clas among the ez
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Perces are much in favor of taking their lands in severalty. The on1y solution of the
Indian problem seems to be to make a citizen of him, and I shall be glad when t,he
reservation system is abolished altogether.
Hoping that you will excuse haste, I am, with great respect,
Very truly, yours,
FRANCIS F. PATTERSON,
Register.
Hon. E. A. STEVENSON,
Governor of Idaho, Boise City, Idaho.

UNITED STATES LAND OFFICE, BLACKFOOT.

Sm: The following is a full exhibit of the business of this office from the 1st day
of October, 1886, to the 5th day of September, 1887, inclusive :
Acres.

No.

Class.

Homestead entries . •• . ..•••• ...... ....••. .•. .......... ...... ...•.• ....... .•• . . . ... . . . 202

31, 632. 17

¥I:b!l!~~r:r~~ii~ri;~ :·.:::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: ::: :::::::::::::::::::::: m 22,
ig: ~81:
~~
Desert entries . . . . . . . . • • .. . . • • .. . . .. . • . . . • . . . .. . • • • . • • . . . . .. . .. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 77
105. 35

il~~:f~~t~~~:::?:·:::::::::?::::?::::::::::::?:::::?::::: ::

il_l l:!: !!!:

1. _

~

There are 3~900,000 acres of surveyed lands in the district. About 2,000,000 acres
are still open to settlement, the greater portion of which is susceptible of cultivation. There are about 5,000,000 acres of unsurveyed land in tbis district, of which
at least one-half is susceptible of cultivation.
Very respectfully,
. JOHN MONTGOMERY,

Receii•er.
FRANK

Hon. E. A. STEVENSON,
Governor of Idaho, BoiBe City, Idaho.

W.

BEANE,

Register.

UNITED STATES LAND OFFICE,

Hailey, Idaho, AuguBt 27, 1887.
Sm: In response to your letter of 22d instant, I furnish herewith all the informa. tion obtainable from the records of this office upon the points desired.
July 1, 18RP, to June 30, 1887:
Locations during year ......... _.................................... ___ .
323
Acres co,ered thereby ...••••...•.•..........•..•• _•.......... _.. . • . . • . 45,095
As follows:

t~~~!~f~~o: ~-l~~~~-:::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 19, ~~~
t~:~~~~~- ~~~~~~~
~ 15, 4ii

:::::::::::_-_-:: _-_-:::: :::_-:: .'_- ::-~·.:: :::::::_-: ::::::::: :::

Desert entries .......•.•.•.... ····-·...................................... ..
25
Acres . . . . . . . . . . . ..............•..... _. . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • • . . .. __ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7, 055
Timber-culture entries ...................••.. ., . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
81
Acres ....................•......•••.•.•• , ................ _• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12, 960
. The number of settlers who have gone upon the public land during the year would
rnclude pre-emptors and homesteaders; in all, 217.
Amount of land upon which proof has beeu made is, in acres:
Pre-emption entries ................................................... ...... 5,112
Homestead entries, final proof......... ·..•• . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . .. . 4, 160
Desert entries, final proof . . . . • . . . • . . • • • • . . • . • . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . • . . • . • 2, 830
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Amount of vacant land in this land district susceptible of cultivation is esLmated
at 750,000 acres, to wit:
Surveyed land ...... ·.........•...•••...•••••...••..•...........•.•........ 250,000
U nsurveyed land ...........•• __ • _____ •.. _..... __ ... ___ . _. ____ .... _.. . _.. 500,000

I w_ould suggest _that iu your annual report you impress upon the Secretary of the
Inter10r the great importance of extending the public surveys in this Territory.
Very respectfully, yours,
H. 0. BILLINGS,
Register Hailey U. S. Land Office.
Hon. E. A. STEVENSON,
Boise Cit_l/, Idaho.

cam&

D'ALENE LAND DISTRICT.

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1887, there were entered 48
· homesteads, embracing 6,875 acres; 11 cash entries, embradng 511.01
acres ·; 41 pre-emption entries, embracing 6,560 acres; 1 timber culture,
embracing 161.36 acres; and 14 final homestead entries, embracing
?.,059.44 acres.
There are only thirteen townships surveyed in this land diRtrict, and
the very best agricultural lands in the district remain unsurveyed, particularly in Kootenai county and the valleys along the north and south
forks of the Creur d'Alene river, which are being settled very rapidly,
and if these fine lands were surveyed by the Government they would
become at once the boon of an honest and hard-working, industrious
people; and I have no doubt the population of the county would l>e .
doubled in the next year after the plats of surveys were filed- ID the
land office.
The Creur d'.Alene Indian reservation embraces 598,500 acre~ of the
finest land along the Creur d'Alene and Saint Joseph rivers. W i£hiu
the last nine months valuable mineral discoveries have been made upon
this reservation, and about ~00 locations made and recorded. Conse.
quently trouble is expected to occur at any time. between the In<lians
arid the miners.
.
I am informed by reliable persons that these Indians are wil1ing to
have this part of their reservation sold by the Government for their
benefit, and that they are perfectly willing to take lands or farms in
severalty and adopt the manners and habits of other farmers and stock
raisers. Tl:tere are about 500 or 600 of these Indians, and if 300 acres
of land should be given to eagh one, there would be left for white
men's homes over 400,000 acres of the finest agricultural lands.
The amount of land entered in the Ureur d'Alene land office was
kindly furnished me by Robert E. McFarland, esq., regi ter.
RAILROADS IN ID.AHO.

Within the last three years the following railroads have been completed in this Territory :
Oregon Shurt Line Railicay.-This road enters the Territory from
W~·oming at a point about 25 miles ea t of Montpelier, Bear Lake
county, and run in a we terly direction through the conntie of Bear
Lak , Oneida~_Bing~am, Altura~, Ada, and Wa bington, and pa ing
tbrongb tll followmg town : Montp lier, Soda pring , .Mc ammon,
Pocat ll Ameri ·an Fall , Sbo hone, l\Jouotaiu Hom , .r ampa
al<lw 11, . ay tte, a_n<l . ei r, to tlrn cro , ing of the nak Riv r nE>ar
Hnntmgt a, wh1eh 1 th dividing line at tbi point between Idaho
and r gon. Length f road in Idaho, 4 1.04 miles.

TERRITORY OF IDAHO.
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At the town of Shoshon e, on t he Oregon Short Line} comm_ence.s a
branch of this road rmrniu g up Wood river in a northerly d!rectwn,
through the town of Bellevue aml Hailey, to Ketchum, which is the
terminus at present. This road doe~ tl':rn business of the great Wood
river mining region. Length of this branch, 69.29 miles.
Utah and Northern Railway.-Tbis road enters the Territory. at ~be
Utah line near the town of Franklin, and runs in a northern direct10n
through Oneida county, to Pocatello, where it crosses the Oregon Short
Line, and continues in a northerly direction through Bingham county,
and passes through the towns of Blackfoot,, Eagle Rock, Camas, and
Beaver Canon, to the Montana line. Length of road, 206.49 miles.
Idaho Central Railway.-This road leaves the Oregon Short Lille at
the town of Nampa, and runs easterly to Boise City, the capital of
Idaho. Length of road, 19½ miles.
Oregon PiJUilwa.y and Navigation Oompa.ny.-This road enters the Territory about 3 miles west of Moscow, which is at prese:q.t the terminus
of the road. Lengtih in Idaho, 3 miles.
.
Northern Pacific Railway.-Tbis road enters the Territory from Montana at the town of Heron, and passes through Hope, Sand Point,
Granite, and Rathdrum, the county seat of Kootenai county. On the
route it passes almost around the beautiful Pend d.'Oreille lakP, one
arm of wbich is crossed by a trestle bridge, 8,400 feet in length. There
are 88 mnes of this road in Idaho.
Cmur d' .Alene Railu·ay begins near the old mission of this name,
and runs in a southeasterly direction to the town of Wardner, in Sho·
shone county. Length of road, 13½ miles.
Spokane and Idaho Railway commences at the Idaho line and runs in
a southeasterly direction to Creur d'Alene lake, which is a fine b9dy
of navigable water from 30 to 40 miles in length, and is used by this
company to transport freight by steamers to the Creur d'Alene mining
region. Length of this road, 13½ miles.
Total miles of railroad "in Idaho at this date, 893.63 miles.
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS AND STOCK RAISING BY COUNTIES.
ALTURAS COUN'.I.'Y.
Population_ •••.••• ·---··-···-· ______ ·--·-· .•••••.••••••••••.•••••••••• ____ 16,250
Stock:
Cattle .••• -.••••••••••••••••• _•••••.•••••.•••••.•••••••••••••• ___ . _. __ 22, 959
Horses .••• _.•••••..•••••.••••. _. _•. _•••• _••••••••••••. -•• - •.•••• _. ___ •
6, 846

te;:.:::::::::·.::: ::: :::::::::::::·.:~ ::: ::::: ::::::: :::::: :: :::: ::::~

~~~

23,
Amount of assessment •••••.•••••••• -··· •••• -·--·---··--····--·· .••••. $3,805, 381.00

I have been unable to get any data from this county relative · to
amount of produets, improved land, mills, smelters, machinery, merchandise, or personal property, except the above statement,.
·
In this co~nty there is a large amount of Government land open for
settlement, and almost any kind of climate, as that depends in a great
measure on the elevation.
It is a rich, growiug, and prosperous county, and any person who is
not afraid of work can hne find plenty of opportunities to embark in
almost any kind of business. It is the banner county of Idaho, not
only in size, but in population, wealth, and general enterprise. It is
almost 190 miles in length, with a width varying from 60 to 120 miles.
Witllin the boundaries ot this large county may be enjoyed at all seasons a great <liversity of climate. All fruits aud grains pertaining to
the temperate zone can be cultivated suceessfnlly. There is no better
stock-raising country on the continent, affording in the mountains the
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finest summer ranges, and the lower plains (where snow seldom falls)
can scarcely be. excelled for winter grazing.
Ab~ut six years ago the famous Wood river region began to attract
attention, since which time have sprung into existence the following
prosperous towns: Shoshone is at tlie junction of the Oregon Short
Line and Wood River Railroads; here the railroad company have constructed large arid extensive railway shops, and employ about 100 mechanics constantly. The town is also the nearest point on the railroad
to the great Shoshone falls, "The Niagara of the West." It is one of
the grandest and most wonderful cataracts of the world, and will attract
and delight tourists from every place on the globe. There has already
been erected a splendid hotel for the accommodation of visitors.
The town of Shoshone is the center of a considerable- trade; bas a
population of about 1,000, and will always be a place of importance.
The town of Bellevue is located on Wood river, 50 miles north of
Shoshone, on the Wood River Railroad, and is a fine, handsome business town, surroqnded by a large number of splendidly paying mines,
among which are the Queen of the Hills, Minnie Moore, and Queen,
which are producing largely and employ a large number of men. There
is probably paid out mon,thly for wages $30,000. Population, about
3,000.
·
Hailey, the county seat of Alturas county, is 5 miles north of Bellevue, on the same stream and road. Three daily newspapers are published here. It is a large, fine town, substantially built. and cornma1;1ds
extensive trade with the surrounding couutry. The fine county bmldings add greatly to the appearance of the place; besides, there are two
of the finest and largest brick hotels (recently erected) that can be
seen in the western country. Population about 4,000.
Ketchum, another fine town, is located at the terminus of the Wood
River Railroad, and is one of the prettiest places in I<laho. It is 12
miles north of Hailey, an<l has a population of about 2,000.
.
At this place is located the Philadelphia and Idaho Smeltmg Company's works, consisting of two GO-ton stacks, having a capacity 0160
tons each per 24 hours. Only one stack is in·operation at the same time,
it makmg a run of from 30 to 60 days continuously. When it blows ?ut
for repairs the other is fired up. The average daily output of bull!on
from one stack is about 18,000 pounds. There are also 4 large roa tmg
furnaces, all ore being roasted before smelting.
The smelters employ 56 men. The mines of the company employ 63
men, and there are now in the employ of the company about 75 men
working on improvements. The pay-roll in August amounted to $12,000,
and there wa.s expended during the same month for ore, coke, lime, iron,
supplies, all told, $69,763.19.
The smelters are lighted by electricity, and have all modern improvements.
Water-power is from Warm Spring creek and never freezes. About
1 mile above the smelter are the famous boiling springs, which bur t
out of the mountain's siue at one gush over 100 inches of boiling water;
besides, there are numerous other springs of different degrees of temperature.
Bullion produced .....•...•.•. ______ ..•••...•... __________________ tons ..

Sil v r ................... _... __ .............................. -. -- - - ----

i~~i-----.
------------.----.. ----.. ----.. ---.-.----.---------.--------... --. ·... -- -. ---.. -. --.... ---. --- -. --. --... -------.. ----.. --.. ---..
Total .....

---- .... ---- ···--· ---- ---- ...... ---· -----· ··-· ----

1,719
21,155

16,0:13
1 ",962
623,150
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This is the only company which lrns consented to gi:7e_ any fig~ue of _
its transactions. It is a notorious fact that miners d1shke to give to
the world any information of the output of their mines, consequently
these are the most difficult data to collect and are always underestimated if the mines are producing largely and pay well.
W. H. Watt, of Hailey, furnishes me with the amount of ores handled
by him:
Source.

Lead.

Silver.

Ounces.
38,064
3,174
300,822
'.l'otal value, $847,360.08.

J.M. Burkett, cashier Hailey Bank, gives me the amount of ore purchased from January 1, 1887, to August 31, and the names of some of
the mines producing the ores .
.Actual pounds of lead in ore, 804,167.02, at $4.45 per hundred .......... $361,875.34
Ounces silver, 548,489, at 98 cents per ounce...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 537, 519. 22
Total...... . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

899, 394. 46

Names of mines.--.Minnie Morre, Idahoan, Carrie Leonard, King of
the West, Mayflower, Elk Horn, Parker, Yankee Blade, and several
others.
'
Besides the towns I have mentioned there are several other important
places. Broadford and Bullion are both thriving towns an<l each do a
considerable trade.
In the western portion of the county is the town of Mountain Home.
It is situated about 80 miles west of Shoshone, on the Oregon Short Line
Railroad, and is the shipping point for Bruneau and the eastern portion
of Owyhee county; also for Atlanta and Bocky Bar. It is the center
of a :flourishing trade, and surrounded by a fine agricultural and stockraising country.
All that is wanted to make this one of the finest localities in Idaho
is a good supply of water for irrigation, and capitalists could find no
safer place to invest their money than to use it in bringing in a supply
of water for Mo.untain Home and the lands adjacent thereto. Population of town about 600.
The town of Rocky Bar is situated about 80 miles north of Mountain
Home, on a branch ·of Boise river. It was once the county seat, and is
in the center of a fine mining district.
The Wood River country until 1880 was entirely destitute of population, only a few cattlemen roaming over its bills and valleys, but the
:finding of.rich mines caused a rush of people, towns were built in a few
days, and the bulk of the population was changed from the western to
the eastern portion of the country, and Rocky Bar was changed, as if
by magic, from the county seat to a common village, and Hailey, after
a fierce struggle, gathered the prize.
Rocky Bar and vicinity is noted for its rich gold mines. The Elmore,
Vishnu, and Confederate Star have yielded nearly $2,000,000 in gold,
and are now producing large amounts. They have veins ranging from
2 to 10 feet in width and producing ore that is free- milling and paying
from $30 to $50 per ton. The Alturas, which is near or is a part of the
Elmore, is now being worked on an extensive scale, and is producing
INT 8}-VOL 1--52
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about $1,000 per day. Within a radius of a few miles there are hun,
dreds of rich quartz veins that will at no distant day be developed, and
tp.eir output will astonish the workl. There is no better place for men
or women who are not afraid to work than Rocky Bar; l;mt dudes and
dudees, loafers and idlers will find no encouragement among the hardworking, honest miners of this or other mining communities.
AD.A COUNTY.
[Assessor's 1·eport.]

Populatio~ ______ ·----· __________________ .. ·-·· ···-·· ..•••.............
Production of cereals :
Wheat ...•.. ·----· .•.•...••••. ______ ......... ______ ·----·bushels ..
Oats-----· __________ -----··-·--···-·-··----· ________________ do. __ _
Barley . __ • _.. ___ ...••• _..•••••. ___ .. _____ . __ .••• _..• _••. __ ._do .. __
Corn . __ . _..• _••.. __ • _.. __ •• _ .• _•. _•• _... _....• __ ••.. _....... do ... .
Rye . __ ••... __ •... __ ...••••••... _..... __ .... _........ _....... do_ .. .

::lat~~~-::~_-_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-:.-_-_-_-_-:.-::::::_-_-_-_-_-_-.-.-.-.-.-:_-_-_-_-.-:_._._.,_. _\;~~1°J:::

Cattle:
Stock cattle ____________ ..••••..•••.. ·-···· ..••.. ____________ head ..
Thoroughbred cattle ...... _•... ___ ... _..•. _.•.............. - - . do .. .
Horses .. ___ .. __ ••......... ___ ..••..••••.......... ____ .... _•.. do .. .
Thorough bred horses ...•..... __ .......• _. _.... _..... _... _••.. do .. .
Mules .. __ ... __ ..... ___ .. ____ .. ___ ... ___ .... _...... _... _... _.. do .. .

~~e;: ::::_- :::::_- :_-:::: ::::==: :: : : :: :: : ::: :::_-:: _- _- : : :: _- _-:: _-:: :~~ _-: :

Wool clip, 1887 ...... ______ ··-··· ···-·· ________________ .... pounds ..
· Number mercantile establishments in the county ..•.• -.-----··----· ..... .
Number of saw-mills .... ··-···---····---·····-··----··--··-··· ........ .
Number of flour-mills--····--···· ..•••. ····-··-·····--·--··-----------Merchandise assessable in the county·-···--··- .••••• -----· •••. -···---·
Fruit and forest trees :
Apple trees .. __ ... ____ .. __ ....•. _....... - - ..... -.. - .• -•.. - - - - . - - - - Pear .... ·----- ...... ··-··· ______ ····-······· ..........•.•. --·· ••.•
Peach . __ . _. . . . . . . . .......••.... - - - - -- • - -.. - - - - - . - - - - - · - - - - · · - • - • · ·
Quince . ____ ..• _•..... - -... - .•.. - - - ..... - -... - • -. -- - - • - . - - - - · · · - - - ·
Prune .. __ . __ ••.. __ • _. _______ ..•• _- - . ___ ....•. _....•••.. - ••••••. -..
Plum ...... __ . _____ .. _..... - - .• - •••......... - -. --- - - -- - - - - - · - · · - - · ·
Cherry ...... ···-·····-····-··· ..••.. ···--· ...••• --········-·-··· ..
Forest trees planted .................... - -.....•... - - ••........ - - - - - -- Land cultivated .......... ··--·····-·· ...................... ____ acres ..

IO, 000
127,280
133,000
36,000
14,250
21,750
25,000
30,000
28,500
1,500
18,000
100
325

50,000
3,000
300,000
52
5
5

$430,000
48,400
5,100
10,500
350
12,100
8,200
6,100
125,000
21,940

Real property .....••••............... _.......... _........ - - ...... - ... -.. $1,284,1~
Personal property ...............................•......... - - - - - -- - - -- . - 1,693,195

----

Total assessment ............... _... _. _.................... _... . . . 2, 977, 384

For a minute and reliable description of this county, I copy an article from the Salt Lake Tribune of September 11, 1887 :
BOISE CITY TilE GEM OF THE RICH COUNTRY.

While Idaho Territory is what its name indicates, the '' Gem of the Mountain ,"
the southwestern portion of Idaho embraces the best portion of this "Gem." In
point of climate, soil, and all that goes to make up a rich agricultural, grazing, and
mineral district, this portion of Idaho offers a degree of excellence not found el whe-re in all the great West.
Ada county, which is central to the country named, while being one of the smalle t, i the mo t thickly ettled, has the be t cultivated fields, and her farm , orchards,
and vin yard pre ent a sight which recalls the landscape of productive California.
The vall ya of the Boise and Payette rivers, the two principal stream in the county,
ar lin cl with pro perous ranches, and much of the perman nt wealth of Idaho i
concentrat d in this neighborhood. Both of these va11eys are broad, are well wat r d, and the lands are o rich as only to require the kill of the hn bandman and
ftow of wat r to make them exceedingly productive. Not only are these valleys most
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excellent farmi~g districts, but, th~oug?- combined capital and ent erprise, ~1:ie- bench
lands are being brought under cult1 vat1on, an~ the ~c~eage of a~11ble land1-, 1s all tJie
time being extended until only a short per10d of time remams when the entire
country will become one vast farming district.
HISTORICAL,

It js over ·a half century since Fort Boise was established <;>n the we~t side of Sna~e
river by the Hudson Bay Fur Company. It was only a tradm~ po~t for the trappe1 ~,
and was so called because of the Boise (wooded) river emptyrng mto the Sna k e opposite that point. All traces of the French-Canadian trappers who caug ht_ qtt~r,
beaver, and other animals in those days have passed a"".ay, but the countrs,: 1_s still
marked by names given by them to the streams, mountams, rocks, aJ?d loc!-l'hties.
Climate and general'aspect have L.ot changed, except as the savage mhab1taots and
wild beasts have been driven back by the influ·x of civilization, which has changed
the broad acres into fruitful fields and orchards, dotted tho plains with ente:i;pris~ng
.and thrifty towns, cities, and homes, and is fast making this land one of t~e. ~rnh
garden spots of the world. With this civilizat10n came those great aids of civ1bzation and progress, the railways and telegraphs, exerting an influence beyond calculation.
The first settli°ng of Idaho came from the finding of gold, and the stampede which
followed to the Oro Fino country in 1861 and 1862. This mining excitement in the
north caused prospecting southward, and in tho following year Boise basin and the
Owyhee countries had their mining excitements, bringing hundreds of prospectors
from the camps of California, Nevada, and other districts.
.
The site of Boise City offered such favorable inducements for a town that it at once
became a trading point and winter quarters for the placer miners who wanted a
pleasant place to remain during the season of inactivity in the placers. Boise City
thus became the commercial town of Idaho, and in the organization of the county
became the county seat, and, very appropriately, is the capital of the Territory.
Boise City is situated on the north side of Boise river, about 50 miles above its
confluence with Snake river. Should one of the old French voyaguers, who have left
so deep an impression on the nomenclature of the West, visit the spot to-day, he
would naturaUy conclude from the numerous orchards, shady streets, and pleasant
groves that Boise (wooded) Cjty was named before the river, from which tlie town
in fact derives its name. On what was once a sage-brush plain, apparently almost a
desert, such as constitutes so vast an area of western territory, clear-sighted American grit and enterprise have within a little over twenty years built a"town which
is the pride of its citizens and admiration of strangers. This was done when a railway was not within 300 miles and all supplies had to be hauled these hundreds of
miles across plains beset with apparently insurmountable difficulties. 'fhe railway
-came nearer only four years ago, working a great change, and now that the Idaho
Central bas come to the very doors of the town, citizens have all the advantages of
other places, and will soon forget the privations of the p:tst-at least the younger
,ones will. The growths of the true American western towns are far·more wonderful
thau the splendors of the ancient cities of the plains whose glories have for ages
formed the theme of verse and song, and the growth of Boise City furnishes a marked
,example of such building. Here, far from the lines of travel, accessible from the
great world outside only by long and tedious jonrneys by stage or teams for days
and nights, over forbidding, desolate, uninhabit:ed stretches of sage-brush desert and
.alkali plains, in what was so long considered as a far-off corner of the country, the
pioneers and settlers of Idaho have built their little city, founded thefr homes, reared
school-houses, churches, temples of justice, and estal>lishect their places of trade and
business. Now that one can step into a car in the edge of the city, and reach almost
.any point in the world by rail, it is titting to recall these events of the past and to
speak of the city as we find it to-day, enjoying all the blessings of this progressive
age, with prospects of an enlargement of these through the coming of more rail ways,
the increase of popul ation, the prosperous gro wth of the surrounding country, and
·the consequent grow Lb and importance of the city, which it is sure to attaio .
Th~ growth of Boise City from the first down to the present, has been steady and
sure. It has been a healthy growth, without a boom at any time, and has never been
.affected by temporary excitements, but has advanced year by year permanently,
each being an improvement over the form er year.
In 1880 her population was 1,899. Now it is about 3,400, and the assessed valuation
is $3,000,000 for 1887, on a very low assessment.
The streets are wide and clean, and have good crossings, and the dense growth of
shade trees on each side of all the streets makes the avenues del:rghtfully shady and
pleasant. The business part of the town is substantially"built with brick and stone,
a city ordinance forbidding the erection of wooden buildings within certain limits.

•
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In ~866 the town was incorporated, and its affairs have been judiciously managed
ever ~mce by men who were deeply interested in property' and in all public affairs
for the interest of the ma6ses. There is a regular organized :fire company and the
town is supplied with a Silsby steam engine, three hose carts, and 2,600 feet of hose 1
and hook and ladder apparatus. These conveniences for fighting fire are kept for
n~e in a neat two-story engine house and the fire companies are under good organiza.tion.
The residences of the people are surrounded with fruit and shade trees, pretty
lawns and flowers, giving an ait of refinement, comfort, and thrift pleasant to see.
These homes remind one of the homes in the Eastern States, among the well-to-dopeople. Boise City has always stood high in tbe scale of mora,ls, a fact well merited,
as will be seen by the great number of benevolent and religious associations. There
are here good lodges of Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Honor, Ancient OrderUnited Workmen, Good Templars, Red Cross, and a lodge of Knights of Pythias is
soon to be instituted. This is headquarters for the Association of Idaho Pioneers,
and the Women's Christian Temperance Union has an organization also. The Episcopalian, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches each has a chapel and pasto:r
and the A9-ventists hold services in a hall.
FIRST-CLASS SCHOOLS,

The independent school district of Boise City was 'established by law in 1881. The
district embraces the entire city and immediate locality for some distance out. The
graded schools of this district are the glory of the town. · An entire city block is devoted to the purpose, on w:hich is erected a fine brick four-story house 82 by 100 feet.
It is a handsome structure, surmounted with a mansard roof. The entrance halls,
• running clear across the building on all the floors, are large enough to prevent crowding by the six or seven hundred pupils in attendance, and the entire internal arrangements are most admirably planned. The rooms are capable of accommodating from
fifty to seventy pupils each, are well ventilated, lighted, and heated. The school
rooms are models of neatness and attractiveness, while the discipline and management of pupils are so good as to make this the model school of the Territory, if not of
the entire West. Many people who have interests elsewhere make this city theiB
home that their children may derive the benefits of attendance at these graded
schoo~s, and pupils are sent here from distant points to pay tuition. To all children
residing in the district the schools are free, and a good education is thus witllin the
reach of all~.ich. The district has spent for the ground, buildings, apparatus, library,
etc., about $100,000 and has a property which would be an honortomuchlargercities
than this.
The finances are managed by six trustees, the present board being R. Z. Johnson,
Joseph Perrault, John Lemp, P. J. Pefferly, C. W. Moore, and Charles Himrod. One
principal and eleven teachers are employed during the school terms.
PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

Three full city blocks a-.:e used for the three most prominent public buildings,.
school, court-house, and 'rerritorfal capital.
The court-house of Ada county is a fioo brick and stone structure, erected at a cost
of $60,000. The capital building was erected at a cost of $80,000, and is a fine ornament to the city, as well as reflecting credit on the gentlemen who managed its erection so as to make it come within the appropriation.
'
'The Territorial penitentiary, which in reality belongs to the Government, is located
some distance outside of the city limits, on a reservation. It has cost the Government
a large sum, and is being occasionally extended to meet the requirements of Government and Territorial prisoners. One warden and eleven men as guards are employed,
which, with the seventy or more prisoners, require many supplies, which are purchased
here.
Several years ago the Government erected a fine stone assay office in the city at a.
cost of 100,900. Under the able management of H.F. Wild, assayer in charge, this
of?c~ 1s making_a fine showing of business and doing much in the intere t of person
mmmg for prec10us metals in Idaho. For several years it cost the Go-.ernment so
m1;tch to send out its bullion-a fee which producers had to pay-that the office received but a small proportion of the gold dust and bullion produced in the Territory.
An arr~gement wa i_nade ~bout one year ago by which bullion and dost are sent to
the Umted . tates mmt , e_1 ther at Philadelphia or Sau Francisco, free of expre
charges. Thi ha greatly rncreased the business of the office. The Pacific Expre
Co1;[1pany by ~terin into such an arrangement with the Government has greatly
1• t
the mm r and at the same time added bosine to this a say office. The
bu 10
of the office for the fi cal year 1886 was 7,910 oun(ies, valued at 122,046.611
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while for the fiscal year 1887 it was 32,954 ounces, valued at $446,641.66. The fi.J~al
year ends June 30. The business of the first two months of the fiscal year en mg
June 30, 1887, was 8,027 ounces, valued at $113,954.32, and for th_e first two mo~ths of
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1888, it was 19,753 ounces, value_d at $2?8, 029.52. At
this rate of increase it would be a fair estimate to place the busmess of the office for
the current fiscal year at $1,000,000.
.
.
Gold from the Snake river and other placers, and from the various gold-bearmg
quartz ledges, is :finding its way to th~s ex_c~llent assay o~ce. . . .
_
Fort Boise is almost of the city, this military reservation adJommg ~nd the ~ost
being only a few steps removed from the business streets. Two compames of soldiers
are quartered here under command of Lieut. Col. John Green.
· TELEPHONE AND ELECTRIC LIGHT.

The city is supplied with a good telephone service of :fifty or more instruments, besides those reaching to outside points.
.
.
An Edison electric-light plant, operated by waiter-power, has lately been put m,
and 275lampsare in use. W. H.Nye is president, andJ. M. Cunningham secretary, of
this excellent company.
FINE WATER-POWER, .

Boise City can certainly boast of having excellent water-power and an abundance
of water for irrigating. Ditches run in many localities, and wherever these are not
high enough to overflow ground desired to irrigate, a "current wheel" is put in at
small cost to raise all water required to do the work. There are scores of these
along the ditches. A small system of water-works, owned by Eastman Brothers, furnishes a good supply of domestic water and a limited service in putting out fires.
Two saw-mills turn out an abundant supply oflumber from timber floated down from
the timbered regions of Upper Boise River. William H. Ridenbaugh hasjustremodeled
hls :fine flouring-mill at a cost of over $12,000, and now has one of the best modern-process
plants in the country, and the mill owned by C. Jacobs has been put in service, and
he has also again started his distillery. Heretofore Boise City has not been noted as
a manufacturing place. But now, with railway connections, and its excellent waterpower, it ought to become a busy place for factories. A foundry and machine shop,
lately started by Lawton & Torrence, has much work on hand for the mining districts
around, aud for citizens and farmers. Two breweries supply the home demand for
beer and ship considerable outside.
A soap factory is now being put in readiness for business .
BUSINESS HOUSES.

•

A partial list of business houses may be of interest to persons seeking a pleasant
location. There are here 3 hotels, 2 livery stables, 6 general merchandise, 6 grocery,
4 green grocery, 2 cl;rug, 2 hardware, 2 wholesale liquor, 2 book and stationery, and
'3 shoe stores; 2 photographers, 2 bakeries, 4 fruit and confectionery stores, 2 meatshops, 2 feed and prodtice dealers, 2 forwarding a:nd commission merchants, and 6 restaurants. Then 11 law firms, 5 physicians, and 2 dentists find employment. Three
newspapers, the Statesman, Democrat, and Republican, are published weekly, and
the Statesman also issues a tri-weekly edition.
.
The aggregate extent of business transacted in the city is large, and fortunately it
is increasing all the time, because the country around is growing.
Stage lines run daily to Idaho City and the Boise Basin country, to points down the
valley, and to Silver City, tapping the rich Owyhee country, which trades here. On
.all these lines and the railways, people are served with express facilities.
BANKS.

The First National Bank is an old and solid institutfon, with a capital of $100,000.
The Boise City National Bank has the Government deposits and does a large business. Both these banks are well managed by judicious men, and are well backed by
.capital.
THE SURROUNDINGS.

'rhus far the writer has been treating almost exr._lusively of Boise City and what is
w ithin it s limits, and it is now appropriate to tell of the surroundings, of what is
beyond her borders and within her reach, to make this the city it should become
through taking advantage of the situation and bringing these resources fully within
grasp. Whilst Boise basin-from whence Boise river has its rise-is well supplied
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with minerals and timber, these have not r eceived the atitention they merit a11dbave
not been made to pay tribute to the energy and enterprise which should have been
bestowed upon them. When the Idaho Uentml is ex tended, as it will be, to that
basin, there ought to flow into this city enough timber to form the basis of num erous
factories, which should turn out manufactured articles of many kinds and make tbiti
a real manufacturing :iity. That country lying to the north and east is almost inexhaustible in great pine and fie trees. It is also a good grazing country, and Boise
city is the natural center to which this wealth should be drawn, aud will be drawn,
with the extension of the raHway thither.
BOISE COUNTY.
Population ...... ___ ... _••....•.....•.................•..... _...•.....•.•
Products:
Wheat .•.••..••....••••....•.............................. bushels ..
Oats ......•••..•••.•.....••••..........................•..... do ... .
Barley ....•..••••......... ~ ...•••..•......................... do ... .
Potatoes ..•••.........•••..••••..••••....................••.. do ... .
· Hay ..........• . .•..•..•••...••••..••.•..•.................... tons ..
Stock:
Stock cattle ....••...•••..••••..••.•.........••••......•...... head..
Beef cattle ..•••.....•.••....••..•• _••.........••............. do....

12,000
15,000
2,500
10,000
11,000

:~fss~s-, •
Stallions, thorough bred ................•...................... do....
Mules ..........................•. ·--~-- ........•............ do.. . .
Number of mercantile establishments............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • •• . . . . .
Mercandise assessed ................. "................. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .
Number of quartz mills.......... . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Amount of gold and silver produced . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . • ..
Property assessed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1, ~!~
33
35
32
$70,250
12
$650,000
$666, 291

4,000

2, 573
142

~:i :;g;~d~~i_-_-_::
:~~~:: : :·.~_-:_-:_:·.~:·.-_:-_-_:·_:·_·__:·_-_-_:: ·:_-_:-_-_:-_·_:: ·:_-_-_:_·_-_:·_·_:·.::·_-_: ·:_·.·:_-_:·_:·_-J~~~::
J~~~~ ~ i: ~!

This county comprises the famous Boise basin, out of which has been
taken in gold-dust over $30,000,000 washed from the placer claims. As
the placer grounds grew gradually harder to work, requiring more water
and capital to work them successfully, attention was given to quartz
mining, and as the cotfnty lies wholly within the great mineral belt
there is no reason why the quartz mines in this county should not produc~ as great yields as any mineral section in Idaho.
The Gold Hill Mining and Milling Company at Quartzburg has been
steadily a good paying mine since 1867, and in a.11 this time it has been
worked but 300 feet in depth, although a 25,stamp mill ha been
pounding night and day on the ores taken fr om thi valuable mine
It has produced millions of gold, and is paying as well to-day as ever.
This miue in some mining countries would hardly be considered prospected, and for miles around this vicinity are hundred of quartz claims
that are known to be rich in free gold.
The Elmira Company, at Banner, has been working on the Crown
Point, Wolverine, Banner, and Idaho mines for many years, and is a
splendid paying property. They have a 20- tamp mill, roa ting furnace, and all the facilities for silver miniug on a large 'Cale.
The Fore t King, owned by Messrs. Moriarity, Curley & Reardon,
ha b en worked for tile la 't six years; has a pay-chute 700 f et long,
and ha produced a, large amount of free-gold or , which th . have reduced in a mall mi.11 on th ground. In thi, vidnity ar th Elk Horn,
Gambrinu ', ummitt Flat, and many otller di 1-ricts wh re good quartz
ledg h, ve b en di r-overed, and will, at no di tant day, be among the
gr a mining di trict of Idaho.
b u one y ar a o Ool. l\Iatt. Graham di cov red everal larg , valuable il er ledge at ilver mountain, on the north fork of Boi e river,
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but not having the large amount of capital necessary to work _sih:er
mines, he negotiated with an English company, who, for one-third 1_nterest, agreed to furnish the necessary capital. They have already bmlt
a road from the Banner mines to the locality, at a cost of $15,000. A
saw-mill is on the ground, and a 20-stamp quartz mill is now being taken
over the new road and will be erected in the next sixty days. About
50 men are employed, and the work is being pushed ahead with all
possible speed.
·
. .
When the quartz mines of Boise county are developed and their rwhness made known to the outside world she will again take her place as
one of the greate~t producers of the precious metals on the continent.
BINGHAM COUNTY.

Popu,Jation .•••••..••.•...... -··· ...••......•.••. -----· -·-··· ----·- - -···
Product.ions:
.
Wheat ..... ___ .•..•••••..•.•.... _...••••................. bushels ..
Oats ...•...•........•••........•. ..... _.....••...•...•....•. do ....

~if
!~Ke~· ::_-_-::::::: .- ::::::::~::::: ::::::::::::::.-.- ::.- .- ::::::g~::::
Hay .............. _•. _. _•. _.....•................ .. _...... tons ... .
~

Stock:
Cattle ........•.....••..•......••...••.....•................ head ..
Horses ...•...........•.....••..•.•.....••.................... do ....

oo*VLi:_:_:_:_:_:.:_:_:_: :.:_: :_: _:_:_:_:_: _:_: :_:_: :.:_: :_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_:_::ii!t~::

10,500
40,000
150,000
5,000
20,000
75,000

20,229
6,631
8,322

371
W
48,000
Manufactured:
Butter (20 cents per pound) ...•••..........•....•••....... pounds..
4,000
Cheese (12½ cents per pound) ...••........••.....••..•••... ·.. do....
10,000
Taxable property, as per assessment roll ....••....• _.. _. - -.. __ - - .. ____ . $2,267, 776

This is one of the most important counti~s in the Territory, having
a large amount of agricultural land, much of it yet open for settlement.
Blackfoot is the county seat, and is the center of a considerable trade.
At this place is located the Idaho Insane Asylum, a large, fine brick
structure, which adds greatly to the appearance of the place. .There are
also a fine brick court-house, school-houses, and churches, and beautiful private residences.
Eagle Rock is also a promising little town, and surrounded by a good
agricultural and stock-raising country, and is bound to be a place of
importance.
Pocatello is at the junction of the Oregon Short Line and Utah and
Northern railroads. Here are located the machine-shops and many
other tine buildings of the railroad company. The company own but 40
acres of land, which was purchased from the Fort Hall Indian reservation, and this small tract is now entirely covered with shops, offices,
hotels~ side-tracks, and houses for employes. It is almost impossible
for the company to conduct their business here unless they can secure
more land from this Indian reservation. I would recommend that at
least one section of land be sold the company on such terms as may be
just and proper. The Indians are willing to sell the land provided the
consent of the Government can be obtained. ·
In this county are also situated the famous Soda Springs, "The Saratoga of the West." Within a few m.iles are thousands of springs, some
pure spring water, and but a few feet distant bursts out another spring
of pure soda water as good as ever was found anywhere ; and still in
this same locality are springs whose waters are charged with bi-carbonate of soda, bi-carbonate of potash, chloride of sodium and potash, sul ,
phate of magnesi~. carbonate of magnesia and lime alumina; silica,
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carbonate of iron, free carbonic acid gas, and a multitude of other ingre·
dients. When too early pioneers first visited these springs they found
the Indians located there in large numbers who had come from long
distances because they and their fathers for generations had known
that these waters were a certain remedy for many of their disea es. I
have seen the early pioneers take their pan of flour and mix it up with
this water and bake, with no other ingredient, as fine soda biscuit as
the most expert baker could ever produce.
Within an area of a few miles, also, exist many natural curiosities:
immense parks of soda formation, extinct volcanoes, huge piles of dif.
ferent kinds of lava rock, great chasms extending into the bowels of
the earth to an unexplored depth. Thern are also boiling springs, lakes
away up on the tops of mountains, numerOU$ petrifications, and other
remarkable curiosities. Near by are Bear river, Portneuf, Soda, and
Blackfoot creeks, and other mountain streams filled with the finest
mountain trout, which can be caught in abundance.
The little town of the same name as t.he springs is located on the
Oregon Short Line Railroad, has a fine hotel, two or three stores, and
contains about 300 inhabitants.
The altitude is 5,779 feet. The days in summer are warm, while the
nights are delightfully cool and pleasant. There is no finer summer
climate on the continent than at Soda Springs.
BEAR LAKE OOUNTY.
Population ••.................••.......••...••....•••.......... •. · ... • · ·
Production of cereals and vegetables:
Wheat raised ...••............••••..••••.•.••..••••........ bushels ..
Average yield per acre .......•....•.....•.......•••.••••.••••. do .•..
Oats raised ...............•.••....•...••••..•....••.•.•...•... do ....

ir:}~?I:~ir:

:=:::: :=:::: ==::::: :::=:: :: ::::::::=: J~::::

5,200

24,500
30
30,225
40
500
40
25,000
25,000
50,000

=:: ~:: :: : :
Potatoes raised ...•...•...•.•••......••...••••...•...•••••.... do ...•
Other vegetables .•.••..•.•... •. •.••....••...••.....•.....•.... do ....
Hay ..........•...........•.•..••••........••..•..•....•...... tons ..
Stock:
3, 500
Horses ................•••••.••••..•••••...•...•.•••......•... head..
Cattle ............•.......•..••....••.•...••...••••...•....•.. do....
19, 500
Sheep .............•.....•...••••...•••...••.•.•••.•..••...... do....
3, 000
Wool produced ...•••....••..••••.••...•.••.•.••••.•••••.... pounds..
15,000
Manufactured :
Butter .......• _...••...•.•....••••.••••...•...•.•..•..•.... pounds.. 200, 000
Cheese ..........••.•...•......•••...•...........•.•.....•.... do....
150, 000
Lumber .•••••.•••...•...•••..•••.....••.......•.•....•....... feet ... 1,500, 000
Shingles . . . . . . . ..........•••..•••••..•.•..••.....•.••.... number .. 2, 000, 000
Laths ...•...............•........•..................••....... do .... 1,000,000
Prices realized :
Wheat, oats, and barley ............................ cents per pound..
Butter .................•.•.......................•••••....... do ....
Cheese ................................•••.................... do... .
12¼
Potatoes ...........................•.............. cents per bushel..
30

ii

This county is principally settled by the Mormon people, who, by
their industry, perseverance, and frugality have surrounded themel~es
with almost every comfort and built for themselves good comforta~le,
ble, and substantial homes in a part of Idaho that was for a long time
con idered unfit for permanent habitation, the altitude being from 5, 00
to 5,935 :£ et, which is, p rbaps, one of the highest points that i culti·
vatecl ucce fully in the world; and when we refer to the list of prod·
uct aacl the yield per acre on the e high altitudes it is but another
peculiarity of the wonderful climate and productiveness of this Ter·
ritory.
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In my intercourse with these people, I have found them h_onest, h?spitable, industrious, and hard-worki_ng, but1 owing to t_h~u pecuhar
views on polygamy and other practrnes which are proh1~1ted by the
laws of the Territory, only 186 votes were polled in the entire county at
the last general election out of a population of over 5,000.
Value of real and personal property, $671,898.
CASSI.A. COUNTY.
Population • . . • • •••••.••••..•... - . - - .· . - - - - .. - - • - .. - - - -... - - -... - - - ..... - - . · 4,000
Productions :
Wheat ..••••.••••••..••••....•...••••...••.•................ bushels .. 80,000
Oats ...••.•.••••••..•••....•.•.•••....•••..•.•..••••..•••••..•. do .... 75,000
90,000
~:~~~
~ 10,000
Stock:
Cattle ..•••..•••••.•••••••••..••..•.....••...•....•••••.•••.... head .. 100,000
Horses .... _....••..••••.••.....••......•..........•............ do .... 20,000
50,000
3,000
4,000
Cultivated lands ...•.........••......•••••••••.....••....•......... acres .. 10,000

.·:::::.·_-_-_-_-_-_·:::.·.·::;:.·::::::.·:.·:. ·:.·::.:·:.·:::.-.-. ·.·:.-.-.-. ·.·.-.-.1~~~:

11rr~:ii~i;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::1~::::

There are in the county 200 miles of irrigating canals owned by farmers to water their lands.
There is within this county a va-st amount of good Government land
of about 100 miles in length by 15 miles in width, which is classified as
desert land; all this land can be reclaimed by irrigation. The water
supply is unlimited, as all the waters of Snake river are now unappropriated and can be taken by canals and carried over this large tract of
country, which, when properly irrigated, would be turned at once into
one of the best agricultural districts of Idaho, where thousands of peo·
pie could find permanent homes.
Value of real and personal property, $793,403.
CUSTER COUNTY.

Population ..••••...••..•.•••..•••..•••••...••...•.•....•.....•.........• : ••. 3,500
Productions:
Wheat ..•••...••••.•••••.•.•...•••••.......•.....•........ bushels..
6, 444
Oats ....•....•••.••••.•....•••••.•.•••.••••....•............. do....
33,695
Barley ...••....••..•••.•••••..•••...•••..••....••.•.......... do....
2, 600

m~:!~~ ·.·.-.-. _._._._-.-.-.-.-.-.·.-.-.-.-:.·.-_-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. _._._._._._·.-:.-.-.-.·.-.-.-.-:.:·.-.-:.~~~~~::

J:

l ~~~
Potatoes ..••.•.........•...........••...•••....••...•.•...... do....
5, 000
Hay ......................................................... tons..
2,914
Sugar.beets and vegetables ................................... do....
2,000
Land under cultivation .......................................... acres..
4,604
Stock ...•......•......•.....•.••....•...•.•.....•........••. head..
9,493
Sheep ....................................................... do....
7, 798
2, 492
Horses ...••...•••..••••..........•.....•.................... do . . . .
14a
Mules ..............................••...••.......••••....... do . . . .
Hogs .................•.••................•••.....•.......... do....
172
Lumber manufactured ............................................ feet..
120,000
2,200
Wood cut (price $3.35) .•...................•••••.... 1. . . . . . . . . . . . cords..
15
Mercantile establishments in the county ..•••...•• _................. _...
Amount of merchandise assessed . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . ..
$84, 976
Amount of gold, silver, and lead produced this season ................... $1,580, 000
Amount of property assessed as per assessment roll._.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1, 090, 077

I am indebted to Hon. A. J. Macnab and Fred P. Philips for valu.
able statistics relative to the mines of this county, as follows:
Ramshorn Group lodes.-Bull of the Woods, Skylark, Mono, and Silver Wing.
Beardsly G1·oup.-Custer, Unknown, Gray Eagle, Anna, Lucky Boy, Badger, Centennial.
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Cha~les Dicke:is Group.-Charlos Dickens, D. C. Connell, Juliett, Bucher, Emery,
Paradise, Washmgton.
Good Enough Group.-Silver Creek, Good Enough, LitLle Fellow, and others.
Clayton Group.-Overland, Ella, Silver Horn, Monarch, ·Rob Roy, Cinnabar, and
others.
East F01·k Group.-Germania, Arctic, Idaho, Bible Back, Parnell, and several others.
All of the mines heretofore mentioned have considerable development; many of
them to a great extent, and have been worked wtth large profit. Locations exist by
hundreds, many of which will doubt,less develop into valuable mines. These we do
not deem it proper to particuJ/i.,_rize in the present report.
The Ramshorn Company lia.ve a lar;;e two-stack smelter in Bayhorse, which has
been in use for many years. They are nuw engaged in the erection of a concentrator
and refining works on an extensive scale. All the Bayhorse group of mines are now
under bonds to an English syndicate, and the probabilities are that they will be sold
in the near future.
At Clayton there is a twenty-five ton smelter; it is now and has been for some time
in active operation, smelting ores from Skylark, Silver Wing, Cinnabar, Ella, Germania, Arctic, and other lodes, all affording high-grade ores.
The mining output for Custer county for the year 1886 may be fairly estimated at
81,275,000.
There is every indication that it will be far in excess of that sum the present year.
New discoveries are being made, and prospects are being developed into paying mines
with great rapidity. Mines and bullion are not subject to taxation.
Population will vary but little either way from three thousand five hundred.
The agricultural interests of the county are in a very prosperous condition, and
the acreage of cereals for 1887 is far in excess of any previous year The stock-raising interest is also on the increase, and the number of horses and cattle is large.
Five thousand ewes were recently driven into the county, where they are now grazing. These are the first sheep ever driven into this section of the country.
Mercantile and other interests have k ept pace wit,h the business of mining. and
stock-raising, and it is with great pleasure that I am enabled to say that the busmess
and prospects of Custer county were never befo,re so favorable.
IDAHO COUNTY.
Population _. _........... _.... _... __ •......... _.......... - - •. ...... - - - .
Production:
Wheat ...... _: _.. .. ___ . _...... __ ........ _........... _. _•. bushels ..
Oats ....... _........ . _...... _.. _. _..... _........• _•.. _...... do ... .

~f:!~!ea :::====: =====: : : =: : =: =: : ==: : : : : : : : : : : =: : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~~ : : : :

Potatoes ... __ .... _.... __ ..... _... __ . __ ........... __ . _.... _.. do ... .
Hay .... _..... _......... _.... __ .... _. _......... _..... ___ ..... tons ..
Gold produced this season ... - .... - .... - -.... -........ - - ... - . - - . -- · · -- · ·
Silver produced this season .•..... _......... - -...... - - - •.. - - - ... -... -- Stock:
Cattle ......... __ ... _.... _....• __ ...... ____ ..• _•............ head..
Horses ... _..................... _... _... __ . _... __ ... _........ do....

f;fe~ :·.::: ·. :: ~ :: ·. ::: ::·.::: ·.: :::: :: :: :::: :: :: :: :: :::::::::: ::~~::·::

4,250
200,000
50,000
41,000
5,000
10,000
30,000
$475,000
$5,000
15, 430
12, 000

i: i~i

This county comprises some of the very best agricultural land in the
the Territory, and its peculiar situation between the mountains secures
plenty of moisture; consequently irrigation is not required. Grain,
hay, vegetables, and fruit are here grown to the greatest perfection
and with comparatively little expense; but the greatest drawback th~ e
people have to contend with is to :find a market for their products. ~fillions of bushels of grain could be here grown, but as producers have to
freight by teams 75 miles to Lewi.,ton, the head of navigation on Snake
river, they content themselves with raising only sufficient of the cer('al
to supply a home market at the mining camps in the urrounding
mountains.
If thi county could have a railroad, connecting it with the Ore(J'on
Short Line, it would at once be developed into oue of the riche t countie in Idaho. It ha all the natural au.vantage of climate, soil timber,
water, and plenty of placer gold mines, extending over a large extent
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of country, besides rich ledges of gold, silver, copper, and lead, which
are mostly undeveloped and unlocated. New discoveries are b~ing continually made, and all that is required to open up this rich agricultural
and mining county is railroad comunication with the outside world.
Value of real and personal property, $753,403.
KOOTENAI COUNTY.

Population (estimated)..................... ... ... ..•... ..•••. .••••• .. . . . .
Stock:
Cattle ..............................................••........• head..
Beef ........................................... _••.• •............ do.. .

2,500'
609-

35

~lff:::~~ii~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·:Yi!i: :i&

1'1 u les . . . .............•.................. ~ ......•............... do. . .
~4
Sheep ..............•••..• _••............•...•.•...........•.... do.. .
59Amount of improved land patented .•.•...• . •.•••....••••...... . .. . acres..
54, 352'
Valued at ..........................................•.................. $142,985
Improvements ...................................................._..... $47,985
LumLer manufactured ..................•.•.....................•.... feet.. 125,000
Wood _..................•. _........ _.............................. cords. .
605 •
Northern Pacific Railroad, 88 miles, $6,000 .....•................•......... $528, 00(}
Creur cl' Alene Railroad, 3.33¼ miles, $5,000..... . . . • •• . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . $16,666
Spokane and Idaho Railroad, 13½ miles, $;),500 . . . • . . . . . . . . .• . . . . • . . . . . . . . . $74, 25(}
Total assessment ................................................•........ $966,473

I have been unable to get a report from thi& county of tbe productions or the acres of land sown to the different kinds of grain, but there
is quite a large amount ot' grain, hay, and vegetables produced, more
than sufficient for home consumption.
LEMHI COUNTY.

Population ....•...................•............••••••.•..... - • - •. - - - - - Acrer ofland under cultivation ........•••..........•...•••••.•...•......
Production of cereals:
Wbeat .................••••........•.....•.•••............ bushels ..
Oats ...... ······--~---- .....••...... ......................... do ... .
Barley ...........................................•••......... do ... .
Potatoes .................. --~--- .·•.••..••••....••. _.......... do ... .
Hay ....•......••.....•.••........••....... _.................. tons ..
Stock:
Cattle .................•••...•................................ head ..
Horses .......•...................••...•••.................... do ... .
Hogs ...............•••••.•....... .............................. do ... .

4, 60(}

14,000
63, 00{}

126 00(}
14'.ooo
u,ooo

12,000
12,200
5,250

1,275

Proc1uction of mines:
====
Gold ..........•.......... __ ............... ·•. __ ...................... . $585, ooo,
Silver .................••................••.........................
375,000
620,0Q(j
L ead ............................................................. .
Total. . . • • . . . . • . . . • . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 580, 00(}

This county may be classified as a stock-raising, agricultural, and
mining county combined; but, situated upon the border of Montana,
and taking into consideration the well-known fact that men will escape
taxation whenever they can do so, the actual number and valuation of
stock, except such as belongs to permanent residents, must be a matter
of uncertainty; but there is no doubt that at least :·W,000 cattle fatten
upon the natural bunch-gras~, which grows luxuriantly over most · of
the county.
'lbere is but little doubt that most of Lemhi county is mineral land.
Tb valleys abound with gulch, placer, and bar mines, and the mountains with veins of gold, silver, copper, and lead; but only a few mines
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have been developed. Salmon City is the county seat, and is situat.ed
near the confluence of the Lemhi and Salmon rivers, and is the center
of a fine agricultural district, and bas a population of about 700. Below Salmon City are the towns of Shoup, Gibbonsville, and North Fork.
It is estimated that the mines on Salmon river will give employment
to at least 5,000 men, and that such employment will be permanent. The
· Kentucky, Lost Miner, Boulder, Humming Bird, El Dorado, and Esmeralda are a few of the gold mines that have been developed.
:Nicholia is a new town, containing about 400 inhabitants. It supplies
what is known as the Texas mining district with goods, wares, and merchandise, and is a prosperous and thriving place.
The Viola Mining Company pay out about $22,000 per month in wages
to men employed in their service. They have a two-stack smelter in
constant operation. The ore smelted is taken from the Viola and Westmoreland mines, which belong to the company.
The Lemhi -Indian reservation is situated on the Lemhi river and embraces 140,000 acres of the best land in the county. Practically it is of
no use to the Indians, and they should be given each 160 or 200 acres
of land in severalty and the balance sold should be for their benefit to
actual settlers; this plan would be better for the Indians and assuredly
better for the growth of the Territory.
The people of this county are laboring under great difficulty, from
which the General Government should relieve them as soon as possible..
There are ranches or farms upon which as high as $10,000 have been
,e xpended in improvements, which are still, after so many years, on unsurveyed land; the people are anxious to procure patents from the
Government for their · homes, and I earnestly hope that these honest
and industrious pioneer citizens may have their land surveyed as soon
as practicable.
There is no part of Idaho where the people are more prosperous, contented, and happy than Lemhi county.
Value of real and personal property, $835,205.
NEZ PERCE COUNTY.

Population ...•.•.........•••....•....•••...••.....••..•• ~ ••••••••.•• - • •
Productions :
Wheat, estimated ....•......•......•..•.....••...•••••••.. bushels..
Oats ..•.....••. . .•.•....•• " •...•....•••.•..•..••..••••....•.. do....

~f!~tle~d: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~::::
Cattle ...•...•••......••............•.... _.....••............... head..

9, 600
219,000
125, 000

i: ~~g

12

15,912
5, 868

Thoroughbred horses reported by assessor valued at $25 per head .. do....
Mules .........••..............•••..•.•••.........•••.......•.... do . . . .
343
Sheep ...•.....•............•..••.••....•..........•............. do... .
4, 640
Hogs ..•.•..•.•...... -..........•.........••....•.•......•....... do....
17:,,
Lumber manufactured .........••.....•........................... feet ..
Wood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . • . • . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... cords. .
1, 00
Mercantile establishments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
33
Merchandise of all kinds assessed .............................•..... - . . .
211, 330
Improved land patented ......................................... acres..
239, 2
Assessed at........................................................
10,3 7
Value of r<'al ancl personal property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · , 032, 237

g:

. Thi i the banner grain-growing county of Idaho, and i~ increa ~ng
m wealth and population rapidly. I have the very be t mformat10n
that the as e able property during the pa t year ha increa ed o~ r
300,000, y t an as e or who is paid a large salary (in tead of per·
"
centage) neglect and r fu es to make a just and rea onable a
m nt, a the a e ed valuation of thi worthles a e or make the
a e ment 172,967 le than last year.
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In this rich and flourishing county are several beautiful tow:ns. Lewiston, the county seat, is situated at the confluence of the Clearwater
and Snake rivers, and has a population of about, 2,500. It is situated at
the head of navigation on Snake river, and is ~ place ,-,f importanc~.
It supplies with merchandise of all kinds a large and prosperous agricultural section of country, and is a shipping point where a large amount
of grain and merchandise is handled.
.
The streets are laid out to correspond with the banks of the river
and the dense growtlt of shade trees on each side of nearly all the streets
makes the avenues delightfully shady and pleasant. .
The many•beautiful residences of the citizens are surrounded with
fruit and shade trees, handsome Jawns and flowers of every variety,
giving an air of refinement and comfort that is seldom seen in newly
settled countries. Apples, peaches, pears, nectarines, apricots, plums,
prunes, grapes, and all the small fruits are here produced in the greatest
abundance and of a quality unsurpassed anywhere.
There is no better district for the production of fruit on a large scale
than around Lewiston, it being only 680 feet above tide-water, would not
be aifected by frosts, and be a certain crop every year.
The town of Moscow is beautifully located in the midst of one of the
very best agricultural districts in the United States; it is situated about
18 miles north of Lewiston, is the present terminus of a branch of the
Oregon Navigation Railroad, and is one of, the most thriving, prosperous, and handsome towns in Idaho.
Genesee and Centreville are each handsome little towns in the midst
of the great grain-growing region, and are each the center of a .considerable trade.
OWYHEE COUNTY,

Population ...•..••••••.•..•••...................•.........•.•••.••.••
Production:
Wheat ...••...•••••.•••..••••............•.....•.....•.. bushels ..
Oats ...••.••••••••••.•••••.•.•....••.•...•.......•......••. do ...•

:;~1~:.:::::::::
·.::::::::::: ::::~::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::i~::::
Corn •.••..•••.••••••. :. ., ••...•••..•••••..•••.•.....••••.••.. do ....

3,350
30,000
70,000
50,000
2,000
1,000

Stock:
Cattle ••.....•..••• - .•••.•.•••••...••.•••...••......•...... head..
90,000
Horses ...••....••....•.•...•.•..••••..•••••.••••....•...... do....
20, 000
Sheep ..•.....•••..•••••..•••..•.••..••••..•••.·........••••. do....
100, 000
Hogs .•.•••. ~ .•••.••••....•...•••••.......••••.....•......•. do. . . .
1, 000
Hay .........••...••••.....••••...•••.•••••..•......•....... tons..
40, 000
Land patented, 12,793 acres.................. . • . •• . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • • $47, 899. 00
Amount of improvements on same ..•••..••••...•••..•• _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . • 30, 445. 00
Improvements on nnpatented land • • • • . . . . . . • • • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .
62, 895. 00
Mills and machinery . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . .• . • . • . . . • • . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • . . . . . • 25, 450. 00
Merchandise assessed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • • . . . • . . .
24, 250. 00
Personal property not enumerated ..•••....•.•.........••...•••... _.... 112, 4~9. 00.
Total assessment ........••...••••...••......•.........•••....•....•... 1, 096, 364. 64

This county, after producing its millions in gold and silver and being
the cause of the changing of hands of millions more through stock deals,
became depressed because the operators were engaged in stock-~ambling, which failed, and in failing carried down many of the mines, which,
although not worked out or exhausted but were in rich ore when their
owners failed, have remained idle and to-day invite the miner and capitalist to clean out these rich mines and begin anew the extraction of
ore which is known to be remaining in these rich ledges. One of our enterprising citizens, Mr. T. Regan, took out in a few months over eighty
thousand dollars from the Oro Fino mine after it had lain idle several
years. Out of this mine has been taken about two million of dollars,
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some of the rock being covered with gold. In connection with the Empire and other claims it offers a great inducement to capitalists.
A few miles from these mines is the Wagontown district, which is now
attracting much attention. A few months ago some of these mines
passed into the hands of C. Wahl, of Milwaukee, and Louis Wahl, of
-Chicago, who now own a block of mines consisting of about 100 acres.
The main ledge crops out in a reef of hard quartz 100 feet wide and several hundred feet long, and carries gold throughout from the grass roots
down. Ore has been found which assayed from $30 to $100 per ton in
gold. Everywhere in the mines are seen such quantities of ore as to
seem almost inexhaustible. A short distance southeast are the Stoddard
and other mines, owned by T. Regan and C. M. Hays. This mine has
been prospected to the depth of 80 feet, and produces ore that mills
about $60 per ton. This new district will, when mills are erected to reduce the ore, become one of the great gold-producing distric~s of the
county/ Besides these few mines that I hav~ mentioned, there are hundreds of good mines that are undeveloped, besides several which are
now being worked successfully. There is no better field for the miner
and capitalist than Owyhee county.
ONEIDA COUNTY.
Population .. _.......... _•....•.... __ .......... - -•..•..•....... - - ...... .
Production :
Wheat ........•••........••••..........•....••.•..•••.•... bushels ..
Oats ...........•...........................•........•........ do ... ,

!ti~~~~~?-~-~-~:~: : : : : : : : ~: : : : : : : :_: : : ~: ::t ~~:
f£\ :::::~ ::::::::::::::::::::~::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::!~: :

Stock:
Catt1e . •.•..................................•..••••.......... head..
Horses .....•............• __ ...............• _•••.•....•••..... do... .

6,000
80,000
40,000
15,000

10,oou
12,000

60,000
4, 661

2:: ~gg

Value of improved land patented........................................ $135,290
Improvements on the same...... . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . • • . . . . . . . $105, 880
Land unpatented ..........................•.•......•.•.......... acres..
56,257
Improvements on the same.... . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39, 930
Total value of assessed property .........•..............•........••...... $1, 080, 990

There is a large amount of agricultural land in this county capable of
supporting a very large population. All the grains, fruits, and vegetables that are grown in this latitude are here produced in abundance.
The finances of the county are in excellent condition and reflect great
credit on the county officers.
There is a large Mormon population in this county who refuse to
take the test oath, consequently only 323 votes were polled at the la t
general election out of a population of 6,000.
SHOSHONE OOUNTY.

This is one of the oldest counties in Idaho. Its population for many
years did not exceed 800 inhabitants, but the rich discoveries of gold
and il er mines in the Creur d'Alene country produced a stampede or
general ru h, from all parts of the country to the new mine , and to-day
th population of thi county is fully 10,000.
l\lurr y? the county _at, has a population of 1,000, and _i · in the cen
ter f rich gold-b armg region. Delta, Myrtle, and Littlefield are
oth r town in the ame neighborhood.
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Wardner has a population of about 1,500, is rapid:y increasing, and
is the center of a great silver-bearing region. Osborn, Wallace, Mul]an, and Burke are also flourishing and prosp~rous towns.
.
There are 12 quartz mills, smelters, concentrators, and arrastras 1.n the
county, all working to their full capacity.
The Sullivan mine has done considerable in development and can
furnish per day 200 tons of ore that assays 30 ounces of silver, 68 per
cent. lead. Bunker Hill mine, on the same vein, can furnish 100 t~ns
per day of the same value as the Sullivan. Sierra Nevada can fur1;11sh
50 tons per day, worth 80 ounces silver, 64 per cent. lead. The Tiger
mine, located on Canon creek, has been developed by a 1,500-foot tunnel, and can furnish daily 100 tons assaying 40 ounces silver, 65 per cent.
lead. Leland mine, located on same vein as the Tiger, has a 500-foot tunnel and produces 50 tons of ore per day of the same value as the Tiger.
The Gold-Hunter mine; situated on the south fork of the Oam.r
d'Alene river, bas a 1,000-foot tunnel, and produces 200 tons of ore per
day, which is concentrated to 50 tons and produces 38 ounces silver, 60
per cent. lead. There are two othe_r mines on the same vein which can
produce 80 tons per day of same value as the Gold-Hunter.
The Mother lode, situated on Pritchard creek, has a 400-foot tunnel
and produces free gold ore worth $80 per ton. On the same vein is
the Idaho, which has a tunnel 2,000 feet. long, and produces free gold
ore worth $24 per ton.
The Treasure Box Company, on the Mother lode, have taken out in
six we~ks with an arrastra $60,000 in gold. Mother's Boy, Golden Chest,
Buckeye Boy, Occident, Golden King, on the same vein, are each producing their daily outputs of gold.
The princ1pal placer-mining gulches are the Pritchard, Trail, Eagle,
Buckskin, Missolula, Pony, and Day. Besides these, t,h ere are hill
diggings, which are being worked with great success by hydraulics;
and a flume costing $500,000 is now being constructed to work these
valuable placer mines.
There are twelve towns in this county which are tributary to the
Creur d'Alene river and lake, and all the immense travel must pass
through the Oreur d'Alene Itidian reservation. · This part of the reservation is heavily timbered and all mineral bearing is entirely valueless to the Indians, as no part or parcel of it has been worked or utilized
by them. They have frequently signified their willingness to sell to the
Government this land, and I hope the Government will look favorably
on the proposition, which will, I think, be best for both whites and
Indians.
•
In the brief sketch which I have given of this wonderful mining region but little can be understood of its vastness and -i mportance, nor
have I referred to more than a few of the great mines that are now
developed, or the hundreds that have been located and are yet w,a iting
development to make them as productive and paying as those I have
referred to.
When the great Oreur d'Alene mining region shall be thoroughly
prospected and its mines put in working order and cohdition, the output of the precious metals will astonish the world, and here will the
hardy sons of toil :find a refuge, where their labor will be recompensed
and rewarded more liberally than they could hope for in less-favored
portions of our country.
·
Value of real and personal property, $920,115.
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The population of this county is now estimated by reliable residents

5,~oo.

Product in 1887:
Wheat ..••••..•••••••••••••••.•.••..••••..•••••.•••••.•••.... bushels.. 75,000
Barley ...•••.••••••••••••••••..•••••.••••••••••••...•...••...... do .... 100,000

ii:::·:::·:·::::::·:::·:::::::::·:·:::·-:-:-:-::-:-::-:-::-:-:-:-::::::::::::::::::

:tt: : 1;ggg

Po~atoes ••••••.••••.•••••••••••..•••••..••••..••••.•••.••....... do .... 300,000

~~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::~:::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::i!~::::

Acres ofland in cultivation .•••••••••••.•.•••••.•••.••••......••. acres....
Amount of stock in county:
Cattle ..•••••••.•••.•...••••.••••..•••••.•••••..•••..•.••....••. head..
Horses .••••..•.•••.••••••••••..••••... _ ••.••..••••...••••..••.. do....
Sheep ........•..•.••••.••...••.....•.••.••••....••.•••......••. do....
Hogs .• ,••••......•••••..•..•......••••..••.•..••.•.•..••••...... do ....

7I:r~
30,000
40,000
25,000
30,00040,000

All kinds of fruit, including apples, pears, peaches, plums, cherries,
prunes, grapes, and every "\'ariety of berries, grow here to great per·
fection and of most excellent quality.
. In the northern portion of this county are situated the celebrated
Ruthburg gold and silver mines; also, the Seven Devil district, noted
.for its immense deposits of copper, assaying from 75 to 80 per cent. of
pure copper; besides there are hundreds of good gold, silver, and lead
mines, which are in the hands of poor men, who are not able to develop.
them. . At present there is but little done in extracting the precious
metals, but a mill is now being erected in Mineral district, which will
undoubtedly prove a good paying investment.
There is room in this county for a large population, and the natural
advantages of good land, timber, water, grazing, and numerous veins
of gold and silver give the home-see.k er an opportunity to select what
branch of jndustry be will follow.
MINING,

IJ.aho is essentially a great mining country, and the product of her
numerous and extensive mines is one of the great reasons of her pres·
ent growth and prosperity.
I have given a brief sketch of the principal mines in each of the
mining counties. From every part of the Territory the mines have im·
proved as greater depth and development have been reached.
I am under obligations to Mr. H. F. Wild, assayer in charge of the
United States assay office of this city, for valuable information and a
report of gold and silver bars manufactured during the years 1884,
1885, 1886, and 1887 at said office ; also, for a very carefully estimated
report of the production of gold, silver, and lead in Idaho for the year
1887, all of which is hereunto annexed; and also a statement of the
producti~n of the mines for the years 1885, 1886, and 1887.
Mr. W1ld's letter, accompanying his report, is also annexed.
UNITED STATES ASSAY OFFICE
BOISE OlTY, IDAHO,

Septeniber 6, 1 7.
. Sm: I hav~ the honor to inclose herewith my estimate of the production of prec1ou , m tal m Idaho ~or t~e year ending October 1, 1 7.
I h,lve th~aghtthat 1t m1ght be of intere t to you to knowhowlargelytheamoun
of g lcl bullion handled in this office, instead of being sent out of the Territory for
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sale, is increasin~, and therefore inclose comparative statements of the business done
during the fiscal years 1884, 125, '86, and '87, also dnring the months of July and
.August of 1886 and 1887. 'l'he latter statement shows that the busiµess is still growing steadily and assumiug such proportions that it cannot be handled with the amount
of money now appropria.ted by Congress.
To keep this office open until the close of the present fiscal year a deficiency appropriaLion of $2,500 for additional labor and supplies will lie required. Next year we
ought to have an appropriation of $16~000, an addition of $8,000 to that of this year,
made up in tho following way: The chief clerk's salary increased from $1,000 to $1,000;
another assistant assayer at $1,440; two clerks at $1,200 each; the melter's salary
raised from $100 to $l 2f> per month; one day watchman, to also assist melter, at
$1,~00; and for increased supplies needed, $1,600.
The office can not be properly run with a less force, and the increase of wages for
clerk and melter are merited by wor.k they do.
As compared with other assay offices the amount asked is not excessive, as .we arf
now practically handling as m,uch gold as Denver or Helena, the former of which ha
an appropriation of $30,950, and the latter $25,700.
Very respectfully,

H.F.

WILD,

Assayer in charge.

His Excellency .A. E.

STEVENSON,

Governor.
Comparative statement of gold and silver bars rnanu/actured at the United States assay office,
BoislOity, Idaho, during the fiscal yea1·s 1884, 1885, 1886, and 1887; also fo·r the months
of July and August of 1886 and 1887.
1884 ...... ·----· -----· ·----· ---· ·-·· ·--- ---· --·- ·----· ·--·--- ·----· ---- $160,615.00
1885 .....• ~- .•••••••••..•••• •••••••••••••••••• ....•....•......•••. - - .. . 183, 9£-iO. 50
1886 ...•• _••••••.••• ______ • _ •• _•. __ • ____ . _. _ .• __ . _•..•. _•..•..• _. _ . _.. 122,046.61
1887 ...•...•••..• _•.. _••••• __ •••• _••••••. ____ •.. _..•••. ___ .. _____ • ___ . 446, (i41. 66
July, 1886 ... ___ • ___ •• __ ••••• __ ••••. __ •••••••• ____ .. ____ .. _. _•. _. ____ ••
82,642.R6
31, 31 I. 46
August, 1886 ....•• ·----· ~----· •••••• ·----· ·--- ·----· --·· •.•..••. ··---·
8
154,6:35.04
l03,394.4tl

i~t~:: {s87:::: --~:::::::::::::::: :::: ::·:::::::: :::::::::: ::::;:::::::
rn~~ :::::.-:::::.- :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·:::::::::: .- ::::
Production of gold, Bilver, and lead.

· 1887 .•.•.... __ ..... __ ..• ___ ..•• - - •.• - - •.•••••• - •••• ,- ~ •.. - . • . . - - - .• - .•

$5,486,.000
5, 75q, ·602
9, 24!">, 589

EBtima_te of H. F. JYild, assayer U~,ited Statea. aBsay office, Bo iBe. City, Idaho, oj Nie production of gold, silver, and lead in the Territory of ldaho, dimmg the yea1· end'irig September 30, 1887.
Value of
gold.

Counties.

Ada ........................................ .
Alburas .................................... .

~~:il~~::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::

Cassia .................. ................... .
Custer . ................. , ................ , .. ,
Idaho ....................................... ,
L etnbi ................................... .. .
N ez Porces ................................. .

~ho;~~:~·::::::::::::::::::.
::::::::::::::::::
Washington ........................ , ....... .

$2,108, 00
393,715, 00
71,152.00
500,000.00
5, OM. 00
140,000, 00
300,000, 00
585,000, 00
14, 500. 00
75,000.00
300,000, 00
30,000, 00

Total ....... ~ .......................... 2,417,429.00

Coin value of Valn1:1oflead Total values..
silver.
at $4.50.

$28,
2, )26, 000.
90,
150, 000.
42,
1, 500, 0.00,

00
00
00
00
00
00
Ii, oou, 00
3i5, 000. OU

75,000, 00
400,000. 00
1, 000, 00

4, 683, 160. 00

$900, 000. (JO

·--- -- ·- -·--·-·······-- ·

------·
-· .......
225,000, 00
620,000, 00
450,000.00

$2, 1:16, 00
3,410, 715, 00
71,242, 00
650,000.00
5, 9,06. po
l, &65, 000, 00
306, (100, 00
1, 580. 000. uO ·
14,500, 00
L:iO. ouo. 00
1, l50, 000, 00
31,000.00

-------2, 195, 000. 00

9, 245, 589. 00

RECAPITULA.TION. •

11~~:::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::~:::::: :::::::::::: ~::~:::::::::: ft iii: l!8:;
Total ................................................................... : .. . . .. . . . . 9! 2451580. !,)O
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FORESTS AND THE PRODUCTION OF LUMBER,

The laudable and important action of the Interior Department in
its efforts to protect and preserve the timber on Governmeut lands, and
to prevent its wanton destruction, meets with the hearty approval of
all good citizens, and I have endeavored to assist in every way in protecting these splendid forests of valuable timber from the inroads of
scavengers, who have heretofore wasted unnecessarily imrnen~e quantities of the most valuable timber, after cutting off a few cuts, leaving
· the balanc~ of fine large trees to rot on the ground and supply fuel for
destructive forest fires. On my recommendation to the last legislature
an act was passed as follows:
Any person who sh~ll willfully or carelessly set on fire any timber or prairie land
in this Territory, thereby destroying the timber, grass, or grain on any such lands,
or any person who sball build a camp fire in any woods or on any prairie antl Ieavo
the same without totally extinguishing such fire, or any railway company who sl.Jall
permit any fire to spread from its right-of-way to the adjoining lands, is guilty of a
misdemeanor.
. It is the duty of the board c.,f county commissioners of each count,y in this Territory,
within sixty days aft.er this .act takes effect, to canse to be erected in a. conspicuous
place at the i-:ide of each public highway, and at such places as they may deem proper,
a notice in large letters, substantially as follows:
"Camp fires must be totally extinguished before breaking camp, under penalty of
not to exceed six months' imprisonment or three hundred dollars fine, or both, as provided by law.
,, - - - - ,
(Signed)

"----,

'' County Commissioners."

Since this stringent law went into effect, I am happy to say no important fires hav8 raged, and if one was accidentally started it was at
once. extinguished.
The lumber manufactured now in this Territory is used only for home
consumption and the people of Idaho owe a debt of gratitude to the
officers of the United States for their vigilance in protecting the splen<lid
forests, and also for modifying the rules concerning the felling of tiw bm·
on the public lands for useful and domestic purposes.
There are about 18,000,000 acres of ti1nber aud mineral lan<l in tl.ii'
Territory, and the largest part of tlie mineral lanus is covered with den e
forests of the finest pine, spruce, aud fir~ suitable for manufacturin,!;
i11to an excellent quality of lumber. There are (li]so thousands of acre
of black or lodge-pole pine which grows so dense tllat a person can hardly
pa:,s through it; the pine is seldom more than 6 or 7incbe in diarll(·tl'r,
atHl grows from 80 to 120 feet in height; it is valuable for pole , po t'
foel, feuciag, etc.
I am convinced that tLe entire local consumption of timber iu tui:
Territory <loes not now equal the growth of the forests.
EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS.
SCHOOL FUND.

Tb rnon y accruing fro1n the sale or lea e of land giv u
may e gfr n, by the Uongre , of the United States for ell 1 purpo
i11 nid T rrit r.v, an<l all money, that may be given and appr priat l
bs , ngr ,' · for chool purpo ·e~, tog th r with any moo y, b~~ I ga ·r
or oLh<>n~·i, donat <l for educational purpo e and appropriat d f r th
g •u •ra l fund, and all mon y accruing to th Territory from th 'tat
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of deceased persons are set apart anti constitute an irreducible and indivisible Territorial school fund. ·
The several hoards of county commissioners are required at the time
of levying the taxes for county and Territorial purposes to lev,v a tax of
not less than 4 mills nor more than 10 mills on each <lollar of taxable
property in their respective conn ties for school _purpos_es ~nn~ally. .
Congress in Fel>ruary, 1881., granted to certarn ~err1tor1es_, mclu<lrng
Idaho, seventy-two sections each of the unappropriated pubhc lands foy
the use and support of a university in each Territory, when such Tt>rntory shall be admitted as a Sta,te. The act provided for the select,ion
and withdrawal from sale of these sections under the direction of the
Secretary of the Interior. Hon. James L. Onderdonk was appointed a
selecting agent to designate lands to be withdrawn for univ<'rsity purposes; 30,981.01 acres were selected, and there remain 23¾ sections yet to
be selected and withdrawn from market.
Mr. Ondenlonk having left the Territory, and the office of selecting
agent beiug vacaut, ou the 6th day of July last I wrote to the L10uorable Secretary of the Interior, giving notice of this fact, and recommended
that Charles P. Bilderback be appointed to fill the vacancy; !Jut up to
this date no notice has been received at this office that an appointment has been made.
I would in this connection recommend that the Territory be authorized to lease (for a limited number of years) the school anu university
lands and the money thus derived made useful to· the schools and Territory while young and poor, instead of reserving them entirely nutil
admitted as a State. In the poor and sparsely settled portions of hlaho
families have gone on to the public lands, and for the first few year~ are
compelled almost to undergo every privation. It is the duty of the Government to foster, encourage, protect, and maintain the pnblie schools
and extend this great privilege of education to poor and ricll alike.
The rent of the school and university lands in this Territory would IJe
a great assistance to our public schools now, instead of keeping them
unused and unoccupied until we become rich and opulent.
For a minute and detailed statement of the progress of the pu olic
schools of Idaho I append the report of the Territorial superiutemlent
of public instruction.
·
OFFICE OF THE TERRITORIAL SUPERINTENDEN'l' OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION FOR IDAHO,
Boise City Idaho, Septernber 22, 1887.
His Excellenpy E·. A. STEVENSON,
Gove,,.nor of Idaho Territory :
Sm: In compliance wi th your request for a special report I have the honor to submit the following conceming the coodit.ion of the schools and educatioual matters in
this Territory.
·
.
O1;1r school system is that commonly known as the" commou-school plan," designed
to give to all resident chi.ldren an edncatiou in the elementary branches, an<.l is similar
in character to that in many of the Eastern States.
The school officers consist of a Territorial superintendent of public instruction, a
county superintendent of schools in each county, and a board of three school trustees
in each district.
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?rom the latP,st repi)rts filed iu this office the following statistics have been compiled:

Table compil(Jd fro,n reports of cotinty superintendents of school1J for 1887, except 1chere
o!herwise noted.

County.
rt)

....

"'0

,.q

...

;..,

<1)

<1)

,0

,0

8

8

~

r.n _ _ I_
~ _____ _
~ _
_
Q

Ada . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .

Alturas................ .. 36

11 *34

Bear Lake . .••...·........ *14
Bingham . . • . . .. . . . . . . . . . 27

14
17

13
26

671 .. . . ...... I 893
920
790 1
75 1,288 1,247

2, 182 $30,091.12 $20,495.52 $32 to
I
1150
2,366 33,372.16 *30, 019. 54 ..••..
1,813 3, 538.10: a, 538. 101
2,535 13, 933. 90 j 12,670.40 40 to

Bois6 ...•...••.......... . *14

12
l7

l:CS

25

463 1
11
688 . . . . . . . . . .

241
U74

222
570

463
1,244

9

4

7

217. .. . ......

169

134

303

Idaho . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . 16
Kootenai...... .... .. . . . . 7

lo

Lemhi . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . *9
Nez Perces....... .. . . . .. 52

7
4:l

14
3
10
<l4

37

35

46

1, 725

2

806 . 1, 101 1, 08t

~1, 305 . . . ..... 11, 2a2 1, 134

1

Cassia ................ ·; . 24
Custer............ ......

(l

Oneida ..........••• ...... 25

5

22

Owyhee ......•.......... 10

13

13

Shoshone . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . *7
2
5
Washington ...••. ....... _:_ _:_ _:_

100

5, 510. 5:i 5,956. 26 ..••••
5, 4u7. 08I 3,868. a7
to

~3

4, 136.19I 4,4G4. 37

g~ to
1

293 2
2
;!48
308
*fl0:1 . . . . . . . . 191
167
211
169
159
1, U9:.l 3
27 1,271 1,194

656 3, 206. 721 3,442. I:l
358 ~1. 221. 7:l *I, 1:n. 62
328 3, 2u9. 221 2,382. 92
2, 4G:i 13,950. H 11, 0IH. 21

.••••.
.... .
..... .
ao to
60

1,412 .......... 1, 185 1,079

2,264

1

212

300 . .. . . . ..•.•.

6,137.7,

5,400.32 20 to

328 13,950.11

6,404.94 60 to

68 . . . . . . . . . 121
1oe
223
556 . . . . . . . . . . . 458 _::_ __ :
1

Total ............. . 313 ;216 322 10, 6071 10 1,220

5-J

~~~

l, 860. 2.'3
•••
684. 77 ~~ to

2, G32. 2:i
5, 773. 95

~·
1

18, 506144, 976. 94ll27, 389. 70 . ..•..

1

* Report of 1886.
(NOTE.-Counties marked with an* having failed to make report for this year, statistics are taken
from reports for A. D. 1886. )

Siimmary.
313
Total number of school districts .......... - ...... - - - ... - - - ..•. - - .... - ••
216
Tot.al number of school-houses ................ ···-·· .... ··-···--·-·· ..
3W
'I'otal n um bcr of schools ........... _..................•.... - .... - ..... .
10,607
Total nnmber of scholars enrolled_ ........... ····-··----·····-··----·.
10
Total number of sclJOol libraries ............. ---· ...... - --· ... --· ..... .
1, 2'21
Total unmber of volnme8 in libraries .......... ···-·· .... ···-·· ......•.
1 ,50
Total nnml>er of chiluren of school age ... - ............ -··· ........... .
Amoun1sreccivcdas perreports of ll:'J86 . •••••••..••••• -···-·-········· 147,~3. 45
Amounts expeu<lell asper rPports of 1886 .. ---· ···-·· ................. . 135,313.il
For expenditures and receipts of respective counties see foregoing table.
E tiorntecl number of children on school census roll, who will be over the
2,
age of twent,y.one year iu November, 188 ................ ·-·· ..... .
EHt_ima.te<l numb r of cilildr n under the ago of five years in this Territory····-····- ............. . ......................... ···-···-·· ... .
.
Estimated expenditures for school purposes for yrnr 1887 .--- ......•..•. 170,
E ·ti.mated receipts for same period .. ___ ... ___ •......•.. _... _..·....... . 165,000. 00
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The <stimated values and cost of school-houses and larnls, on wbicb some aro loca·
ted, including property dedicated to school purposes, aud also house8 in process of
coustruction in the respective coucties, are shown as follows, viz:
Estimated
values, etc.

County.

County.

Estimated
values, etc.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - -- - -11- - - - - - - - - -· - -- - - - - Ada ............................·..... . $90,000. ()0
Alturas ............................ .. . 57,000.00
7,000.00
Bear Lake ..•..••....•.••........... ..

Lemhi .....•.•.......................
Xez Perces ...•..........•....•. .. ...
Oneida . .... ...... ..... .... .... .... . .

l:!, 000. 00
6,000.00
9,000.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
8,000.00

~:ls~~:~·--.-.::::·.-.-.-.·
.:·.::·.::::::::::.
·washington ·•··•· .................. .

$3,500.00
40,000.00
12,500.00
7,000.00
~. 500. 00
18, ~oo. oo

Total estimate ............. ... .

279,500.00

l~tl~.~.
~.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Cassia .........•..••............ ......

Custer .•.••...•.•.•••••....•••....... .
Idaho .......••...•.••........•.•...•.
Kootenai ..••.••...... ...............

It is to be noted that there is a greater number of districts than school.houses re·
porte<l. There are several reasons to be given for this:
(1) New districts are frequently created by tho county commissioners, and snch
districts as a rule do not erect houses unt_il some time subsequent to their creation.
(2) Many oft-h e house~ having been erected on non-patented lands they are not reported as school-houses belonging to the district by the trustees.
.
(3) The title to the land not being of record, and the houses used for holding the
schools having in many instances been erected by neighborhoo<l subscriptions and be·
ing used for both school and religious purposes, sometimes the county superintendent
does not report them to this office.
.
Where the l ,tter is the reason, it affords any community hostile to tbe public schools
the opportunity to refuse the use of the building for school purposes, and leaves the
district withont proper room. School bn-ildings are erected by law upon the vqting
of a special tax for that purpose by the district, and in communities where a majority
of the people are members of one particular organization, in cases where snch building is withdrawn from the control of the trustees, as a general rule, special taxes aro
not v·oted for the erect-ion of a district school-house.
INCREASR IN SCHOOL POPULATION.

The files of thts office show that the population ?f school age has been as follows :
No of
children.

Year.
1870...... ...••. •. ••.•••••• ••••••.••.. .•.
1871 .••...... •.•.. . • • • • • . . . . • • . • • . . . . • . • . .

Year.

No of
children.

888
1, 596

4,855
6,698

mi::::::::::::::::::::::~::::.:::::::::: i: g~~

9,650
10,036
13, 140
15,399
17,372
18,506

1879, •.... ··•·••·••··•••·• .•...••..•••..
1880 ......•... ·•·•••. •···•·••• .•••••....
1881. ••...........•...•.•. : ... ••.••.....
1882 . ............. , •.••. ········•··•••··
1874............. .... .•.... .•••.••.... ...
4,010 1883 ........ ······ .••••...... •.... ·•·••·
1875 ............•.....••..•...•.•... •.•...
3, 852 1884 .......... . .....•...............•..
1876 (no complete report) . .................... . .. . 1885 ... ......•.•.•••.............•.•••..
1886 .............................•.....
1887 (reports not all in) ..•...••.•.•••..

mL::: :: ::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~: ~~~

s, rna

An inspection will show that our school population has nearly doubled in the last
five years, and I am satisfied that, were complete returns made this year, they would
show that we have a school population of not less than 20,000.
•
NEW SCHOOL-HOUSES-.

I think that all is being done that can he reasonably expected of districts in the
parts of t,he Territory remote from markets and transportation, in the matter of erectrng school.houses. In what may be termed the new communities, the lands are not
yet patented and only tho improvements and personal property of the settler are placed
upon the assessment roll, and subject to taxation for school-house purposes, so that
until such time as the land is patente,1 and the assessment roll shall show the true
value ?f C.t,Ch man's property in the district, we cannot expect that mnch will be accompltsbc<l except what may be clone hy voluntary subscription. It is a matttr of
r~~ret tha~ v~ry ~any.districts ar~ obligell to nso stractnrcs erected aud owned by re- .
hg1ons soc1et10s, m defanlt of ownmg school·honses of their own. No district should
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bo plac~<l _at thA mercy of any religious society, or be compelled to keep its school in
auy hntldmg not owned or controlle<1 by the trustees.
~iu_co my last ~recial report tile following·nametl towus have taken steps for the
erect10u of public school.houses, at a cost to ~ach town or district, as follows:
Name of place.

County.

Caldwell ..........•.....•....••.••••...•....••.••....... _.............. Ada ....... _..

ff:N:Jtie::::::: ::: :: ::: :: ::: :: :: ::: :::::: ::: :::: :: ::: :::::::: :: ::::::::: .~~~~~:: :: :::
Sltoshone ...•............................••.•........•.•••.••........•...•. do ........ .

Ketchum ...•...••••••....••..•..••.....•.•••.......................... _ .... do ........ .
Creur.d'A.lene ........••.•.••............••...•....•...........•....... .. ... do ........ .
Weiser City .•.•••...............••..................•.................. Washington ..

Cost of
school-house.
$7,000
25 000

8'.ooo

8,000
8,000
6,000
8,000

Tlie erection of these buildings has long been demanded by the lack of room for the
rapidly increasing school population, and the generous spirit manifested by the citizens in voting special taxes to meet the demand is wort,hy of imitation.
INDEPENDENT DISTRICTS.

The following schools have from time to time been created by special enactment
with a view to afford better educational facilities for special localities:
The Boise City independent district, with school property estimated to be worth
$60,000. The course of study embraces both the elementary and higher branches and
instruction in Latin. The average attendance last year is reported to be 506, and
tbe number of pupils enrolled 603.
·
The Lewiston independent district, in Nez Perces county, has an enrollment of 317
pupils, with a proportional attendance of 66i per cent. It has a fine school-house
co:::itaining six school rooms, and is furnished with modern appliances. The estimated
cost of the building is $10,000.
Tue Emmettsville independent district has a school-house erected at an expense of
$4,000. Last year it had enrolled 319 pupils, with a proportional attendance of 65
per cent.
All of the above are graded sehools, and in addition thereto there are among the
common schools the following, which are divided into two or more grades, viz:
Hailey, Ketchum, Shoshone, Bellevue, Caldwell, Weiser · City, Moscow, Montpelier,
Blackfoot, and Silver City.
SECTARIAN SCHOOLS

have bre11 established by religious denominations as follows:

1it~!}:i~tt~1;~~::::\:i::::\!!:i::~:;i\i:i;;::ii\ii~\:!i~~!~~~~~~~:~~;~~~~:: r
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Estimated value of property. . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . · 5,000
Numerous private schools exist, of which no report is made to this office.
PENITENTIARY SCIIOOL.

Thr~ugh the efforts of the citizens of Boise a "Chautauqua reading circle" h~
been formetl at the United States penitentiary, and the results havo been most gratL·
fying. 1'he prisoners, although sentenced to '' hard labor," have no steady employ·
ment, aud eagerly embrace the opportunity afforded for study.
THE MORMON COUNTIES.

!duch trouble has been experienced, and more is to be apprehended, in connection
with the problem pre ented under the existing laws of 1bo Territorv and the ntiment
oftb m ml r of the orrranization known as "Tll Church of JA u Chri t Latt r
Day'. :dots,'' hostile to th carrying ont of the provj ion of the law npplicabl to the
p11 bbc cb ol .
The board f school trust s i compo ed of thr o m mber , on of whom go oat
of office, and his succe or is elected on the first Monday of September in eacb year,
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in each district. Among other requirements of the law, each incoming trustee takes
an official oath in which is embodied the test oath annexed to this report.
In cert,ain portions of Bear Lake, Bingham, Cassia, and Oneida counties there are
school districts in which there are no '~ Gentiles" eligible either for election or appointment as trustees. The entire community is "Mormon." No "Mormon," can
take the official oath without dangerofconvictionofperjury. Hence but two tru.stees
remain in office in such districts. Next year there will be but one trustee, and where
there is but one trustee the schools cannot be carried on. In many districts, I am informed, the latter is the case already arising from the fact of vacancies caused by
death or removal of one of the trustees pri_or to the last election.
The school superintendents of the above-named counties ( except of Bear Lake) have,
in the discretion given them by law, held that a person who belongs to au organization which teaches things defined . by our statutes to be crimes, as a matter of performance of a religious duty, is not a ]aw-abiding citizen or a person of good moral
character, and therefore they refuse to license any member of that organization to
teach in our public schools. The "Mormons," represented by the reputed leaders of
their organization, have notified this office that in cases where" Gentile" teachers are
employed, they will not permit their children to attend the public school, but will
either cause schools to be started by subscription, wherein their children can be under
the instruction of" Mormon" teachers, or else keep their children at home.
Tb(} issue seems to be, either that the schools of Idaho, iu those districts, shall be
sn bject to the control and supervision of the priesthood of the so-called '' Mormon"
church or else that they must be closed. Their leaders set up no reasonable excuse
for this demand or threat, nor do they allege that gentile teachers endeavor to enforce
any sectarian,political, or denominational doctrines in the schools which their children
attend.
From an extended and patient investigation I am satisfied that the realreason why
theydonqt wish their children to attend non-Mormon and non-sectarian public schools
is, that they do not wish them taught that obedieuce to the law of the land is one of
the evidences of good citizensbip 1 or that the acts which the ''Mormon" church denominates a religious duty or privilege are, in fact, crimes against the law of the land,
and t.hat they fear that under the instruction of non-sectarian teachers the rising generation, which is now taught by the priest.hood that violators of the law when punished are "martyrs for conscience sake," may learn the contrary to be true.
So far as I am advised. every effort bas beeu made by the superintendents to keep
the schools open in accordance with the law. It is a matter of deep regret that the
innocent children must be made to suffer for the fanaticism and disloyaHy of their
parents. With every sentiment ar.d desire to extend the facilities and advantages of
a non-sectarian public snhool education to all .t he children, without regard to the religi~us or political creeds of the ·parents, existing among those who have the general
supervision of the schools and the administration ·of the law, the responsibility for
the continuance of blind faith in the leadership of an organization teaching crime to
be duty, and for the prevalence of ignorance in the years to come among those who
should now be studying in the public schools, but who are not because of the hostility
of their parents, must rest upon the infatuated fathers and mothers of the children
upon whose future they invoke the curse of ignorance, and not upon school officers
who would help the children to knowledge.
Territorial teachers' certificates are held at present by the following persons:
Name.
Olive M. Capewell . __ .. __ .
William J. Bogan . _.... _.
Henry Z. Johnson ....... ~.
Carrie S. Gwinn ...........
Elizabeth C. Redway .....
SamuelB. Mann ....... - ..
George Gossman ..•• -•. - ..
Hettie W. Cohalon .......•
MW. H. Cohalon ........ .
J. .Daniels ....••.......
Mrs. Margaret Hursha ....
Mrs. S. Ratliff ...... . ...•.

Address.

Name.

Address.

Helen L. Nichols . _... _..
Ida Boyd ........ _...... .
F. M. Spain ..... ·-····-··
Mimi Newton ..•.........
Mamie Block .•..........
Emma M. Haas ..........
Hattie I!'. Harris .........
Nellie E. Sweet ..........
Carrie C. Sweet ..........
John McNish ............
Ed L. Stewart ........ _..
G. M. Robertson .... . ..•.

Hailey, Idaho.
Walla Walla, Wash.
Spokane Falls, Wash.
Boise City, I<iaho.
Bellevue, 1daho.
Boise City, Idaho.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Emmettsville, Idaho.
Moscow, Idaho.
Farmington, Wash.

Canyon City, Oreg.
Boise City, Idaho.
.Ann .Arbor. Mich.
Caldwell, Idaho.
Boise City, Idaho.
Do.
Silver City, Idaho.
Boise City, Idaho.
Do.
Do.
Silyer City, Idaho.
B01se City, Idaho.

The above certificates are issued to candidates passing a successful examination in
the fo~lowing ~tudies, viz, written arithmetic, United States history, reading, and
elocut10n, ~nghsh grammar, common and physical geography, geology, physiology,
natural philosophy, algebra, plane geometry, general history, political economy, civil
government, and the theory and art of education, and are valid throno-hont
tl10 Ter.
0
•
ritory.
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:No_ person is permitted to teach in the public schools or draw pay therefor from the
pubhc school funds unless such person has a territorial or county certificate.
No person is allowed to teach any sectarian, political, or denominational doctrine
in the public schools.
·
. The act.of C~mgress approve;d May 20, 1886, concerning the teaching of the effects
of al~ohohc drmks and narcot1es upon the human system, has been complied with except m a few instances. As a general rule the htw has met with but little opposition.
In my judgment the tertns of the first section of the act are too severe, and if a strict
construction be put upon the language thereof, it will be impossible to comply literally with law. Strictly construed, it requires a child to study hygiene and the nature
and effects of alcoholic drink.s and narcotics by the use of text-books before the child
can read.
COMPULSORY EDUCATION.

By act of the last legislature every parent or guardian is required to send bis child
to school for at least twelve weeks in each school year, eight weeks of which must
be consecutive. This act applies only to children between the ages of 8 and 14 years
who r eside with'in 2 miles of the school-honse by the nearest traveled road. A failure to comply with said law subjects the parent or guardian to a fine of not less than
$5 nor more than $50. There are many exceptions made in the law, and the board
of trustees in each district is permitted to excuse the parent from complying with t,he
provisions of the law. As a fair test of its efficiency can not be made at present, it is
impossible to say :whether or not its effects will be beneficial.
UNIVERSITY LANDS.

Under the provisions of the act of Congress approved February 18, A. D.1881, entitJe·d "An act to grant lands to Dakota, Montana, Arizona, Idaho, and Wyoming
for university purposes," the Hon. James L. Onderdonk, late controlJer .of Idaho
· 'ferritory, was appoimerl a selecting agent,, without pay, to designate lands to be
withdrawn for university purposes. One of the instructions given him by the Gen. cral Land Office was that in making such selections be must, so far as possible, select
entire sections. The entire number to which the Territory is entitled is 72.
The subjoined lists, furnished by the General Land Office, show what lands have
already ueen selected and withdrawn under the act a:bove cited.

Selected June 26, 1882, at Oxford land office, Indian Territory.
Tracts.

N . ½N. ½ SW. ¼and SE.¼ .

N,½and SW,¼ ...........

Section.

15
22
27
28
32
24

20 °N.
20 N.
20 N.
20 N.
21 N.
3 N.

Acres.

23
23
23
23
22
38

E.
E.
E.

640
640
640
640
640
560

6

16
16
13

s.
s.
s.
s.
s.
s.
s.
s.
s.
s.

38
38
38
38
38
42
24
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
43

E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.
E.

640
635. 46
480
636. 78
640
640
640
640
578.40
635. 34
640
640
640
640
734. 40

29
32

12
12

s.
s.

44 E.
44 E.

40
640

15
22
22

14
14
l1

..

s.

43 E.
43 E.
43 E.

320
320
640

T ... .. ..

]5, 860. 38

35
19
29
30
34
21

3
5
5
5
5

11

16
16
10
15

13

2.S
19
24
25
26

35

-;·.t::::::::::::::::::::·

Township. Range,

Total acres ...•.........•....

9

16
16

N.
N.
N.
N.
N.

. . . . ..
1

E.
E.

E.

Remarks.

Canceled as to the 8. ½SW. ¼by letter
to register and receiver, June 11,
1887.

Lot 1 and SE. ¼ of NE.! covered
by homestead 1410, an allowed
to stand by letter to register and
receiver, July 2, 1886.
{ S. I of W. oee. 29 ,nU W. j NW.j
sec. 32 cov red bv homestead
entry 660 ofGeorgeRawley, Jan·
uary 12, 1 3. Homestead allowed
to stand. (See letter to rem ter
and receiv11r, July 2, 1886.)
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Selected September 4, 1883, at LewiBton land o:tfice, Indian Territory.
ai

b.O

Section.

~

~

ii
Cl)

Section.

I-<

Q

<Q

----------i---1------11-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9 .••••••..•.••••••••••.•.•..
12 ..•..•.••••••••••••.•.......
9 ............................
27 ...• .. ••••••.••.•.••••••..•.
11. •.....••..•...•••.••.••..•.
14 .•..........•••••.. •. •.•....

40 N.
39 N.
38N.
38 N.
39 N.
39N.

~L:.
:::::::::::::::::::~:::: :rn:
25 ...•.......•...•..••........ 33 N.
35 ..........•..••••...••.•.•..
28 ..........•...•••..••. , ..•..
24 .....•..... •.. ... : .•....... .
28 ............••••..••...•....
. '

42 N·.
331'1.
41N.
43 N .

5W.
4W.
1 w.
1 w.
2W,
3W.
4W.
5W.
5W.
4W.
4W.
5W.
5W.

640
640
640
610
640
640
640
640
640
040
040
610
640

29 ...•.................... . ..
9 ..........................
33.,.... .... .. .........•. ..
22 . .. . .•..•............•....
34 ............ : . . . . . . • . . . . . .
35 ....................•. , ...
26 . ..... .....................
24 ..•........................
32 ...................•......
28 ...................•.......
28 . ...............•..........

31 N.
33 N.
33 N.
31 N.
2!l N.
2!l N.
51 ·N.
53 N.
5aN.
51 N.
52 N.

5 E.
5 E.
5 E.
4 E.
2 E.
2 E.
5 \V.
3 W.
3'\V.
4 vY.
4 \V.

640
640

640
640
640

040
640
640
640

640
'140

Total acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 15, 360

There remain 2:l! sections yet to be selected and withdrawn for university pur!)Oses, according to the information furnished by the General Lancl Office of the United
States.
The total number of acres thus far selected -and allowed to stand as withdrawn
from market is :10,981.1, and I would respectfn1ly call to your excel!ency's att-ention
that the office ofsP 1ecting agent is now vacant, and, in view of the rapid sett.ling of
the available landu, urge the appointment of his successor at an early day to make
selection of th~ Jands'to which the Territoty is entitled.
PUBLIC SCHOOL LANDS.

Sections 16 and 36 in each' srirveyed township are reserved for public school purposes. There being no record kept in the surveyor-general's office of the number of
surveyed townships in this T-erritory I am not able to state · the number of acres or
sections now reserved.
The separation of the office of Territorial superintendent from: that of the controller,
occurring but a few months ago by' enactment of the fourteenth legislative assembly, has afforded oppor.t unities for a mo're rigid inspection and supervision of the
schools generally. I have visited nine of the fifteen coun~ies. A detailed report at
this time is not feasible, but I wonld remark in general that I am satisfied that the
effects of such visitations are good, and t,hat they tend to a renewed interest on the
part of parents and teachers and all school o·fficcrs. Thus far I have discovered
escheated estat.es amountill'g to abont $3,000, and proc.eedings are being taken by
which the Territorial treasury will soon receive the benefit of that sum.
It is a difficult matter to impress upon school trustees, as well as upon county superintendents, the necessity of complying strictly with the law regarding our school
systeqi. Many of the trustees are illiterate, and too often the business of the district
is neglected. I do not hope, after affairs have run so many years without supervision
worth mentioning, to at once correct all mistakes, but trust that a gradual improvement may take place and eventually reach the point already attained in the eastern
States of the Union.
The Territory needs money to perfect the work of education and to extend aid to
the poo1·er districts. With the school lands not available and with no national assistance we can only rely upon the assistance of the people and await the time when
by reason of increased taxable wealth we can better help ourselves.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
SILAS W. MOODY,
Superintendent Public Instruction for Idaho Territory.
LABOR SUPPLY.

What Idaho requires more than almost anything else is immigration
and capital to build up and develop our great natural resources. The
important question involving the relations between capital and labor,
the rate of wages and the proper distribution of wealth, is being every
day vividly impressed upon the min4s of our people. It is as proper
and fully as essential for labor to organize for its own protection and
rights as it is for capital; but as organized capital under the control of

•
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P<?Or and unwise management will soon be wasted and destroyed, so
will the benefits of labor organizations be lost and destroyed if their
control and management fall into the hands of selfish and designing
political demagogues.
Yet, while everything possible should be done on the part of the Government to protect the rights and improve the social condition of the
honest laborer, he sltould also remember that honesty, diligence, intelligence, frugality, and sobriety are the only trustworthy possible means
whereby success can be obtained.
The class of ,citizens we require are those who shall come to make
homes a!Ilong us and help build our young and growing Territory; but
we do not want paupers or laborers who come among us under contract, who are often criminals and anarchists gathered up by lying
steamship agents, and who come over to America without any means
or definite plans as to location or occupation and with no promise of
proving themselves desirable citizens.
Idaho to-day offers to capitalists, manufacturers, miners, prospectors,
settlers, and mechanics a field for profitable investmeut and labor
second to no section in the United States.
Its immense natural resources and advantages, together with its innumerable mi_n es of gold, silver, and lead, both developed and und~veloped and unlocated, will, at no distant day, bring to the front this
young and growing Territory.
CONDITION OF THE INDIANS.

The Indian question is one of the most perplexing that the Government is called upon to manage.
That the policy of the Government in its treatment of the Indians
has often been erroneous is exemplified by the late act of Congress
ma king wise provisions for the settlement of the Indians on lands in
severalty.
Under this policy the roaming life of the Indian will be changed to
that of a permanent, prosperous, and individual home, surrounded_by
all those associations that make civilized life preferable to the roammg
life of uncivilized tribes.
I believe it will be for the best interests of the Government and the
Indians to put the Jaw in operation at once; the change is earnestly desired by the most inte11igent Indians of all the tribes that I have co~versed with, and from every information that I have been able to obtam
on the subject.
The Indians in Idaho are peaceable and probably in as prosperou
condition as any in the United States. There have been no murderou
outbreaks -among them for several year~ past; increasing immigration
an<l settlement of the Territory has ba<l its 1 beneficial effect upon the
once wild and barbarous savages.
NEZ PERCE INDIAN RESERVATION.

Thi re ervation is located in Nez Perces and Idaho counties, at the
h ad of navigation on Snake and Ulearwater river , and cover an are,
of 746,651 acr of th fine t agricultural land in the United State and
th ganl n , pot of Idaho, capable of producing at ]ea t 15, 0 000
bu ·h l ?f ':h at annually. Beside. furni,·hing 200 acres of land to
ach Indian it
ulcl furnish ov r 4,000 famili with good, perman nt,
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and beautiful homes> supplied with most excellent timber ancl abundance of pure spring and river water.
'fhis immense body of extra fine agricultural land is now ~eld for t_he
Nrz Perce Indians, who number not to exceed 1,200, classified as follows: 365 adult males, 498 adult fem:1 les, and 337 children. There are
between two and three hundred families who cultivate only a few acres
for corn, wheat, gardens, and orchards, and who have each sm~ll bands
of horses and cattle that roam unmolested and uncared for wmter and
summer, feeding ou the luxuriant grasses that nature has furnished so
plentifully in this favored region.
FORT H.A.LL OR SHOSHONE AND BANN.A.CK RESERV.ATION.

This reservation is situated in Bingham. county, on the Snake, Blackfoot, Portneuf, and Ross Fork rivers, and comprises 1,202,330 acres of
land, most of which is of very superior quality.
·
There are at the present time only about 1,500 of all sexes occupying
this vast tract, embracing some of the choicest agricultural lands iu
this Territory. Estimating three to a family, there are about 500 beads
of families, and after giving to each llead of a family 320 acres there
would be left over 1,000,000 acres for settlement and cultivation by
white Rettlers, which would be located and settled upon within a very
short time.
There are about 300 of these Indians who are now engaged in agri. cultural pursuits, which is an evidence that they are gradually falling
into the ways and habits of civilization, and manifesting a disposition
to become self-supporting, and would, I think, be pleased to have their
homes allotted to them in ·s everalty.
C<EUR D'ALENE INDIAN RESERVATION.

This reservation is situated in Koot<mai county, in the middle of
which is the famous Omur d'Alene lake, which is a fine, deep, navigable body of water, 30 miles long, into which empties the Camr d'Alene
and Saint Josep4 rivers . . Around these rivers and lake for miles are
magnificent natural meadows and agricultural lands. In this beautiful and favored locality is situated the home of the Omur d'Alene Indians.
There are 598,500 acres of land in the reservation, which is held for
the benefit of about 500 Indians.
Within the last year valuable mineral discoveries have been made in
the north western part of the reservation, and already 300 locations have
been made and recorded. I am informed by reliable persons that these
Indians are wining to relinquish their title to this mineral land and also
take their lands in severalty. I would recommend that action betaken
by the Government as soon as possible, 1:Yhereby avoiding any difficulty
between the miners and Indians.
.
LEMHI RESERVATION.

This reservation is situated in Lemhi county, on the Lemhi river,
and embraces 105,960 acres of best land in the county. There are
about 600 of theRe Indians, and the land is of little value to them, as
only a few patches are cultivated or used by them in any way. One
hundred and sixty acres of land given to each would be more than
double the amount they would ever cultivate or use. They are an
inferior tribe in every way to the Omur d'Alene or Nez Perce Indians.
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WESTERN SHOSHONE RESERVATION.

This reservation is situated in Owyhee county and is partly in Idaho
and. N e,Tada. The part that is situated in this Territory comprises
131~300 acrc3 of land, and is situated at the head or source of the Owhee
river. There are on this reservation about 400 Indians·.
RECAPITULATION.
Name.
Creur~d' Alene ............................................................... .
Fort Hall or Shoshone and Bannocks ............••..•...•.....•....•...••••..
Nez Perce .......................................................... ......... .

w:~;,~· siio-;b~~e· ::::::::::: ::: :::::: :::::::::::::::::: ::::::::: :::: :: ::::::

Population.
500
1,500
]~ 200
600
400

Acres.
598,500
1,202,330
74·a, 6M
105,960
131,300

I would also, in this connection, most earnestly urge upon the General GoYernment an investigation of the Indian depredations committed
upon the citizens of Idaho in the years 1877 and 1878, dµring the Nez
Perce and Bannack Indian wars, and that an appropriation of money
be made by Congress to pay our people for the destruction of their
propert.v burned, wasted, stolen, and destroyed by the Indians at that
time. Besides the loss of life, which is beyond the power of Congress
to repay, many of our people lost all they bad in property. Many of
them are now old and poor and we feel that the losses they sustained
by these wards of the Government should be repaid.
After a very careful investigation of the Indian question I believe it
would be best for the Indians if the teaching of the languages of the
different tribes were prohibited, and that no language but the English
be taught in the Indian schools that are under Government control,
thereby better preparing the J ndians to assume the responsibilities
which must follow the giving of each Indian his land in severalty.
PUBLIC BlJILDINGS.
CAPITOL :BUILDING.

Idaho has a fine capitol building of magnificent proportions, elegantly
furnished and heated by the latest steam-heating apparatus; supplied
with pure spring water in every room, and provided with several excellent vaults for the safe-keeping of the public records.
The Territory has gone to a large expense in building and equipping
this structure (unaided by the General Government) and has provided
elegant and commodious offices not only for the Territorial official · but
also for the governor, secretary, United States attorney, United States
marshal, clerk of the supreme court, and United States surveyor-general, besides legislative halls, supreme court, library room , an<l judges
chambers.
·
This fine building stands in the center of a beautiful block of land
gh-en by the city, and it would be bnt an act of ju tice and. right for
Congre to make an appropriation of money sufficient to lay out and
beautify the ground on which the capitol tands and surround it with
a good ub tantial iron fence.
INSANE ASYLUM.

Tb T rritory ha er ct d a large three- tory bujlding for an in ane
. ylum t tb t wn of Bla kf t, lliugha.in county, and our in ane pati nt wer brought from the Oregon In ane Asylum, where we had
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hired them kept for several years. For a minute and detailed state·
ment of the progress and man~geµient of the institution I am under ob·
ligations to the board of directors and medical superintendent.
The asylum was opened July 2, 1886, with 26 males and 10 females,
a total of' 31> patients. During the year there were admitted 19 male
and 12 female patients; total, 3t. The whole number of patients under
treatment during the year was 45 males and 22 females; total, 67.
There were discharged during the ~·ear 10 males and 4 females; total,
1~. Of ~hose discharged during the year 7 _males and 2 females were
w~ll; 3 males and 2 females were impro.ved. During the year 4 males
and 1 female died; tot.al deaths, 5. The daily ;;iverage numb~r of pa.
tients in the ~sylum during the year was 44½ l l · The number of patients
remai~ing in _the asylum July 1, 1887, is 30 males and 17 females; total,47.
The nativity of the patients is as follows:
.

g~r:!~.::::::~::::::: ::::·:: ~::: ::::·:: ~
England .••••..••.....••• . ..•••......
Ger,rpany ..•....•••••...•...•.•• . •••..
Illinois ...•................ . •.•••.•.•.
Indiana ...•....•..•..•..•.....•.•. : ..
Iowa ... ·.•........••••..••••... .' ......
I rela.nd ...•.........•.•••.•••••. : . . . .
Maine .. ~ ............. ··:· .........•..

~==

~

~:r~~~~~r·e· :::::: ::::::::::::::::

3. N hor_wa_.y. _: ........ ·..· ·... ·•.· ·. •. •. •. ·•.· •• ·. ·..· ·. ·. ·•.· ·. ·••· .· ·. 4
3
0 10

2
1
1
2

1
1

Sweden .....••••..•••••••...••.... : .•
Switzerland .....•·.....•.•.•.........•
United States ·.•••••.......... ~ ....•..
Utah.... . . • . . • • • . . . • . • • • . . . • . . . • • • • . .
Unknown ...........•.•••.••••••.....

l

2
3

l
2

The ages. of the patients are as follows:
Between the ages of20 and 25 years ... · 2 Betwee_n the ages of 45 and 50 years .... 2
25 and 30 . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~
50 and 55 . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
30 and :35 .....•••......••••. 2
!>5 and 60 .•.................. 2
35 and 40.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
60 and 65 . . • . • . . • . . . . . . . . • • . . 2
40 and 4~ .••••••••••••••_••••·• 4
6f> and 70 .••••••••••••• _••.•• 2
E~our~een patients were married, 13 had never been mar.ried, 1 was divorced, 2 _w ere
widows, l :was' a widower. .
.
' .'
.

Xhe occupations of the patients were as follows :
Blacksmith .........•...........• ~... 1

~~~:I;!c~::·
:::::::: :::::~:::: :::: :::: ~
Farmers' wives ...••....•••...·..•..... 8
Laborers . .. ..••........••••..•.....••·. 8
L~undryman .........• ~ •....... : • • • • . l
La,wyer .. .- ..................•.••.•... 1

Machinist . . . . • . . . . • • . . . • • • . . . • • • • . . . •
Machinist's wife • . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .
Miners .........••••.•.•.. ·...• . . . . . . . •
Saloon-keeper ..••••..•. ~.. . . . • • . . . . . . .
StQck~raiser .•••••.••••.•....•. _..•....
Sheep-herder . . . . . . . . • • . . . • . •. • • . • . • • .

l
1
2
1

J
1

They were afflicted as followR:
'!

'

Ma~~s.

!~~t:
::r~:ch~li~:::::: :::::::::::: :::::::::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ::·::::::::
Chronic dementia . ................................................................

7
.;

i~iJf~!:tiH/ll/\(////lfI//I/iii: . . . . :

Females.
2
3

1
3

1
2

The causes of death were, cerebral apoplexy 1, male; general paresis
1, female; marasmus 2, males; phthisis pulmonalis 1, male.
The general health of the patients has been fairly gooc.l; we ~ave had
no epidemics of any kind and no serious accident.
Impro'Vements.-During the year i>ron screen.g-uards have. been placed
arouml n,11 the heating stoves of the wards. A few changes have been
made by partitions in the halls to accommodate the building to the constantly.increasing asylum popnlation.
A kitchen 26 by 28 feet, of corrugated iron has been constructed ad·
jacent to the main building.
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A strong frame tower 41 feet high bas been erected near the building
upon which bas been placed a 10,000 gallon water.tank, and an 18.foot
Ec~ipse windmill. The windmill operates a large double.acting pump,
whrnb forces the water from a well to the tank, whence it is carried to
all floors of the building. So far the water system gives us good satis·
faction, except that the well.water is not entirely free from· the contami·
nation it received from the first cess-pool, which was placed too near
the well.
Seventy-two acres of land surrounding the asylum building. have
been purchased and inclosed with a substantial fence of cedar posts and
galvanized barbed steel wire, with division fences of the same. Fifteen
acres of this land have been cleared of sage.brush and put into garden
vegetables. The garden bids fair to supply us most .of our vegetables
the coming year.
.
Two small groves of forest trees have been put out near the building
to afford the patients shade during their outdoor life.
-4- ditch 6 feet wide and 1 to 3 feet deep and li miles long has been
made to bring water onto the land for irrigation.
Eight milch·cows, a span of work.horses, stock hogs, a wagon, and
farming implements have been purchased for the use of the asylum.
Financial.-The entire amount of bills allowed from the Territorial
treasury on account of the asylum <luring the year is $34,904.24. This
sum included bills of all kinds, for land, improvements, stock, furniture,
salaries, and supplies of all kinds. The salaries and issues of current
rnpplies for the six months ending July 1, 1887 (which is the only period
when accurate accounts of issue of supplies have been kept), amounts
to $7,178.77. This sum represents, as nearly as can be determined, the
cost to the Territory of caring for the patients for-that length .of time.
During these six JIJOnths the daily average number of patients was
44--i\\-. This gives a net cost of 89 cents per day, or $6.26 per week, per
capita.
It is expected that when the farm and garden are brought into successful -operation the fresher supply of vegetables and farm products
will render the diet of the patients more ac_
c eptableaud healthful, afford
many of them healthful outdoor employment, and materially reduce the
per capita cost of caring for them; though it is believed that the patients are now as comfortably cared for as in most older institutions,
and a comparison of the cost of this with other asylums will show the
per capita cost to be but little above the average of many older asylums
with much greater numbers.
The following is a list of the officers and employ es of the asylum with
their salaries :
Directors.-Hon. I. N. Coston, Hon. 0. P. Johnson, Hon. N. A. Ju t.
Their salary is $5 per day for actual time spent in tbe service of the
asJ·Ium, not to exceed $100 per annum for each director, with all ex·
peu<litures incurred in official duties.
Na.me.

Position.

Jolm W. Givens, M.. D .................................... . Medical sup rintcndent ....... .
, teward ........ ............... .
Matron . ... .. ......•........ ·
Head attendant ................ .

i1fI~1iiCt;Ilt//::[[(\LIII gigt~~e~-~~ .·.·::.·.·_·::::::.::::::
.r. C. Fi h r
.....................•....... ······ ······
Clara Uouk ·· ·· ·•···• ······ ···•·· ·····•······ ······ · ···•··
.........................................................................

Attendant ... . ................ .

l<'annrr ..... ..•...•••...••...•..

f!7.~~l~~~: ::c1~sis·t~·~t ~~ok:::
0

ISalary.
'2,500
00
600

600
600
600
4
4

.so
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UNITED S'.I.'ATES ASSAY OFFICE,

This is a fine building, surrrounded by beautiful lawns, shaded by
magnificent trees, and tastefully laid out, graveled walks bordered b.v
the choicest shrubs and flowers. It stands in th<' center of the block
owned by the Government, and is an ornament to the city. · lt wus
built in 1870 at a cost of $81,000.
Unfortunately this institution has for many years bad a very unenviable reputation, and the persons in charge have not been able to command the respect and confidence of the community. .An assayer of gol<l
must be like Crnsar's wife, '' above suspicion," or he will not be allowed
to handle the miner's golden treasures.
It is with great pleasure that I am enabled to state that Mr. B. F.
Wild, the present assayer, and bis trusted assistants have by honesty
and fair dealing established for the United States assay office ·at Boise
City a reputation and confidence that is certainly praisworthy and
creditable, not only to the employes of the Government themselves,
but to the people of Idaho universally.
This fine building and grounds were originally enclosed by a board
fence, but the fence is now rotted down, and it is almost impossible to
patch it up longer.
I woulq. recommend that an appropriation be made to surround the
block with a good iron fence, and that the old shed standing on a corner
of the block and now used for a coal and storehouse be removed and
a good brick building, corresponding :with the other improvements, be
erected in its stead.
The increasing business of this office has but just commenced, and
as it is a very great convenience to the people of this Territory I hope
the Government will prepare it for the large business it will hereafter
be called ripon to transact.
THE UNITED S'l.'ATES PENI'l.'ENTIARY.

This penitentiary, built and owned by the General Government, and
now under control of. the United Stetes marshal, is now entirely in.adequate in size, room, and security for present necessities. In each
cell two prisoners are confined, when the capacity is only suited and
intended for one.
·
The Territory now pays annually to the United States about $18,000
for keeping the Territorial prisoners.
On the t:,act of land owned by the Unite~ States, and immediately
adjoining the penitentiary, is a splendid stone quarry, and if the lab or
of the prisoners was utilized, in a very short time a large addition to
the present building could be built, and the entire structure surrounded
by a good, strong, substantial stone wall, which would make this penitentiary a credit to the Territory and also to the General Government.
I would most respectfully and urgently renew my previous recommendation that Congress make an appropriation to be used in the p urchase of material, tools, lumber, lime, and other necessary articles, a nd
also to provide extra guards to insure the safety of the prisoners while
the work of improvement is being prosecuted. .All the work would be
done cheerfully by the prisoners, who are now confined in cells, except
when let out for exercise and then only for short periods. The wall
now surrounding the penitentiary is built of boards set up on ends,
which have become decayed by age, and is now almost useless. ·There
are among these convicts some of the most hardened and desperate
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crimhials, and it is hoped and expected that the General Governmeut
wm asi;;ist us in preventing these desperadoes and murderers from again
.c ommitting new depredations on our people.
There are now confined in the penitentiary 64 prisoners, many of them
for long periods-6 for life, 19 for from 10 to 20 years ; besides tllern arc
indictments for about 20 who will be tried within two mqntlls, sernral
of whom will be sent to the now overcrowded penitentiary.
List showing nati-vity of convicts in the Idaho penitenUary and the sentence of those for lije,
alBo those /01· more than ten years.
"

No. of
convicts.

Nativity.

China ............ : .................•..........................
Englanrl ... ... ..........•.•.............•............... ......

2
8

New York .•••••....••..........•............................
Mi!,souri. ......................... ....................... ... .
Illinois ........ . ...... ............... . ..................... · ·
Scotlanu .................................... . ................ .
Canadii, ...................................................... .
Kansas .......... ........ .......... : ..................... .... .
Ohio ............................• . .......................••..
Minnesota ......•............................................
Montana ............................................•........

8
1

g:rFo~·~ra·
:::::::::::::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.::::::: ·:
Utah .....................................•••..............•...

Remarks.

2 for life, 2 for 25 years, 1 for
15 y_e ars, and 2 for 14 years.

2
2
5

For 10 years.
1 for 15 years.
l for 10 years.
1 for JifEl.

i2

1 for 20 years.

1 for life, 1 for 15 years.

l
3
3

1
1

For 20 years.

Massachusetts ............................................... .
Idaho ...... .... . ..... ........................................ .

2

~~~~isgy1~a~;i~.'.".".".'.·.·.·.·.·.·.· :.·::.·.·_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-:·_-_-_-_-_-_-.·_-_·_-_-_-.::::::

2

1 for 15 years, 1 for 2:) yean.

3

1 for 14 _years,
2 for life, 1 for 10 years.

Sweden .... ............ ...................... ·················

1
1
1
1

Iowa
... ............... .... ................................. .
Ireland . .............................................•........
~i;c~~~~.Y-:::::::::::::: :: :: : ::: ·.-.·_-_-_-_-_-. .".".".".".._".".".".".'.".".·.·_-_-_-,
,vales ........ . ······ ....................................... .

~~~~~fa;~_-_._._._._..·.·_._.::_._._._._.:_._._._._.::_._.:.::::::::::::::::::::::::

ir::i~i~_·_- .- _. _._._._._._. .-.- _._._._. .· .- _._._. .-.-: .-.- ·.:::::: :: ::::::::::::·.: :::::

1

a

2

1
2

1 for 10 years.

(Indian.)

.For 15 years.
For 10 yea.rs.
1 for 10 years.
1 for 10, 1 for 20 years.

1

MILITARY POSTS.

In the Territory of Idaho one might say there is onl.v oue military
post, viz, Boise barracks at Boise City. 'l'o be sure Fort. Sllerman, on
Lake Creur d'Alene, is in Idaho, but is situated almost in the extreme
northern extremity of the Territory arnl so near the line with Washing·
ton that its influence in this Territory is not readily perceived.
Boi e barracks is a two--compaoy po ·t, and from present indicatiou
there is a strong probability that such small posts will be di mantled in
order to garrison larger posts recently constructed. Should such be,the
case, Idaho would be left without a soldier within her borders except·
iug at c.listaut Fort Sherman.
Thi Territorial government which the United Stat ha e tabli"he<l
would be left without any protectiou whatever. To uch i:t state of a.f.
fairs I call your attention.
Idalw ha paid la ge revenue i11to the Uuitcd State Trea nr. and
c rtainly d erv
ometl.ling more thau thi , wb n \·ery otb r Terri·
tory i w 11 uppli d with large aucl pow rful p t . We have thr
healtlli t climate iu
m •rica · alrnrnlanc of fruit and v g tabl
b Y nd grain a ch ap a mLll' e rai. ed; o that th re i 11 thing t,
pr vent tr op
iug 1naintaiu <l her a,, econ , ically a at ny pt e
lU

th

w t.
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In order to give Boise barracks an air of permanency there should
be appropriated a sum sufficient to construct quarters for ~he two additional companies, making this a four-company post.. ~bis _would be
but justice to our people, who, throug-h the lack of poht1cal mfluen:ce,
have thus far secured but little of the Government patronage which
has been so lavishly expended in more favored localities. We do not
wish to be left without military protection in this far western -land, and
for this reason I call your atteution to this question, hoping ~hat t~e
Interior and War Departments will devise some means of grantmg this
modest and reason3:ble request.
TERRITORIAL LIBRARY.

we· feel a pleasure in referring to our territorial library and library
rooms. The extent and variety of the books, public documents, maps,
and statistical works which comprise our library show a very commendable advancement of the people of Idaho in the light and progress of an
American commu;nity.
·
Congress, in 1872, made a small appropriation, about $2,700, for the
purchase of a law library for Idaho, under the direction of the then
Secretary of the Interior. The books were well selected, being mostly
works comprising the English and American common law.
Since 1872 tbe Interior Department has exercised a supervision of the
library, by designating the secretary of the Territory as the custodian
of the same.
Within the past fifteen years, however, our library has rapidly in1creased in its number of valuable works of a miscellaneous, political,
scientific character, in addition to which an extensive and almost complete law library has been added, embracing the Jaw reports of the
decisions and opinions of the supreme and appellate courts of all the
States and Territories in the Union. In this respect our system of exchanges is nearly full and complete and for which I may•express the
gratitude of the citizens of Idaho toward the States and Territories for
their valuable, generous, and voluntary contributions.
The library fund of Idaho is created and ·made up from different
sources, and is nearly or quite sufficient for the purchase of text-books
ancl other publications of the latest and best editions required for use
in the library and courts. The library room in the west end of the capitol building is one of tlle greatest attractions. The Territory haR spared
no expense in fitting up and furnishing this large and ·commodious dep~rtmen~ for the library, being well heated, ventilated, and furnished,
with a view to make the same in every respect comfortable for the citizens of the Territory and members of the bench and bar to work and
study in. The rules and regulations in regard to the use of the books
are made and enforced so as to secure the books from damage and loss,
and at the same time render the proper accommodation to the public.
Taking the library as an entirety, the number of volumes may be
placed at or near 6,000, and its valuation at about $12,000 or $13,000.
THE ALIEN LAND LAW.

The business ot mining is one of the great industries of Idaho, and
requires for its successful prosecution the expenditure of large sums of
money in the development and exploration of mines and in the erel}tion
of quartz mills, smelting works, and other necessary machinery.
The mines in this Territory are mo~tly undeveloped an.<l are in the
hands of poor men who are not abl~ to rqa4:e tQ.e neces~~ry jrµpro.v~ment
IN'!' 87-VOL 1--lH
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, ~nd work their valuable mines successfully; consequently they are aux10us to lease or sell portions of them to capitalists who are wiUing tu
inve~t their money in mining enterprises. The risk and expense of
d~veloping mining properties are great, and there am so many avenues for the safe investment of money where, if the returns are not so
great, they are yet more certain and secure. For the purpose of carry-iug on large enterprises of this kind resort must be bad to those places
where capital is abundant and seeking investment and rates of interest
low. Several large and important mining transactions were about being consummated by mine-owners in Idaho with foreign capitalists when
the act to restrict the ownership of real estate iri the Territories to
American citizens became a law. But for the passage of this law, and
making it apply to mining claims, a large amount of foreign capital
· would have been invested in opening up and developing our mines.
Had this law been ~pplicable to agricultural, grazing, coal, and timber lands only, it would Lave been just and right, for the acquiring of
large tracts of land by foreigners is in conflict with every principle of
our free institutions.
The holding in case of mineral land must of necessity be so limited in
area, and the expenditure of money and labor so great in order to make
it productive, that it cannot be claimed that the holding of this class of
property by aliens is any serious injury to any one; but it certainly results in great benefit to the miners of this Territory. When a mine is
worked out all the alien will have is a hole in the ground which is of no
value whatever to either alien or citizen.
I would therefore earnestly recommend that said '' alien land act"
may be so amended by Congress as to exclude from its operation mineral lands in this Territory.
RECLAMATION OF DESERT LAND.

The milli'ons of acres of desert land in Idaho can only be made productive by a· system of irrigation. In many localities joint and individual enterprise alld a liberal outlay of money have diverted the water
from the natural streams and conveyed it by canals on the dry and arid
plains, and have brought many tracts in~o a high state of cultivation
where people have made for themselves and their families happy and
prosperous homes on land that before being reclaimed was but a barren
waste on which scarcely a spear of grass or any kind of vegetation
(except worthless sage) could. be seen by the human eye.
I have loug since come to the conclusion that these desert land. must
be reclaimed. by private enterprise, and Congress can uot bf' too liberal
in its legislation for the disposal to private individual of the ·e now
wortllle s lands which, when reclaimed, irrigated, and properly cultivated, oocome at 011ce the most prouuctive auu easily worked. lall(l i11
the country. It would be a wise law for Cougress to pa tllat would
give to every actual settler who would reclaim, irrigate, cultivate, nml
·ettle upon permanently as a borne tead, 320 acre , of thi · de 'ert laud.
By this ystem a number of strong, hearty woi:l iug-men could ·ombiu ,
tog •tb r, and maiuly by their labor take out the e ditche fr m tlJ
11umer u · ·treams aud couvey the water uy canal onto the el, ·t<'·!
locati u ·.
.
Th r i n afer iuve, tm ut for capital than in irrigating canal . 1u
th ,Tall · of nak , Boi ·e Pa , tt Wei r an l ood ri,· l"' tber • ar •
ov ·r four milli u acre, of laud of 1;10.· t x -~ll•ut quality that\ ill p1 lluc graiu, tim tllJ,, clover, alfalfa, aud all the vegetable an<.l fruit tlH t
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are grown in a temperate climate to as great perfection as anywhere in
the United States; but as there is no rainfall during fl ve months. of
the year vegetation that reqnfres moisture can not grow. The wild
sage when irrigated at once withers and <lies.
When this vast region, blessed with a delightful climate and rema~k·a bly fertile soil, shall be reclaimed by tbe introduction of water on its
surface every foot of it will soon be settled and the sage-brush desert
turned into fertile and cultivated fields where thousands of honest farmers, fruit-raisers, stock-growers, and dairymen could make for themselves permanent, beautiful, prosperous, and happy homes.
Most. of the locations on the dry an<l arid lands favorable to cheap
and easy introduction of water for irrigation have been taken up .tt-nd
utilized by turning th~ waters of the streams on the lauds by ditches
and canals; many of the finest orchards, timber cultures, and farms in
this Territory which have been brought to their present state of high
cultivation were, only a few years ago, the poorest and most worthless
of the desert lands. Many hundred miles of private ditches have been
constructed of which no record is kept, and we are only reminded of
their prese'Q.ce as we pass over the country and see the fine farms
and beautiful homes that could not be made without water and irrigation, which is ruuch more reliable tba,n to depend on rainfall iu the producti0n of crops, as the moisture can be regulated according to toe necessities of each crop, the farmer wishes to grow. Larger crops are obtained by irrigation than by depending on natural moisture and with
greater certainty, besides the quality is better; oats raised in this
manner will weigh 1-0 pounds to the bnshel, as against 32 pounds the
standard weight. The water used for irrigation is freighted with fertil- .
izing materials produced from decayiug vegetation and wash of the soil
from the higher altitudes, which on being spread by tbe tlowing water
over the cultivated fields leaves a sediment rich in pr0<luciug qualities.
'l'he~e is to-day an abumlant supply of unclaimed aiud unappropriated
water to irrigate all tbe desert laud heretofore referred to lying 11ear
the Snake, Payette, Boise, Weiser, a,nd Wood rivers. Here is an opportunity for capitalists to put their unused capital into irrigatingcanals, and by selling water to farmers anu other settlers would insure
a permanent, safe, aud reliable investment that would constaut 5, be improving in value.
·
A. FOURTH JUDICIAL DIS'fRICT.

There are now but three judicial districts for this Territory, and the
labor of these courts has become exeedingly hard and onerous. Most
of the year is now occupieil by each of the three judges actually holding courts. The result is that they are greatly embarrassed in the dis~
charge of their duties, and are often unable to clear the docket in one
. county before court begins in anotller. Important cases. civil and
cdminal, are obliged to be laid over to anotbel' term.
'
An~ther very serious reason is the fact that, with but tbre~ judges to
constitute tlie supreme court of the -Territory, each of the tllree judges
is required, in order that there may be always a majority for the promulgation of an opinion and the decision of cases, to sit in judgweut
and review his own decisions ian the court below. 'l1his is uufa,ir to tho
judges tuemselves, as it is not unnatural that it should, in t.ue minds of
interested parties, create suspicion of collusion that each· one's decisions hould. be sm,tained by the appellate court. I baye ofteu heard
the remark made that our supreme court can not be an unbiased appel-
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late court so long as the judge who tried the case and rendered the decision in the co1ut below is again to assist in deciding it in the supreme
court.
.
The supreme court, above all others, should be the farthest removed
from all possible appearance of illegitimate motive.
Again, there is now so much business that it is impossible for the
turee judges to do themselves or the people justice.
I therefore recommend the creation of a fourth judicial district and
the appointment of a judge therefor.
MAIL ROUTES AND li'ACILITIES.

ldaho Territory is inadequately supplied with post-offices and mail
service, and it is to be hoped that the most liberal policy will be adopted
in supplying our people with the best mail facilities. In a great Government like ours no policy of economical restriction should ever be
undertaken if it deprives its citizens of the great benefit of mail service; beside8 it is not expected that the Government shall add to its
revenue from this source.
On several important rout.es the service has been curtailed during
the last year, and I learn that several important and unjust changes
aml curtailments will go into operation this month. The curtailment
of the trips per week on many of the routes in Idaho is a discrimination
against our people t,hat is bard to be explained or understood.
Our people earnestly beg that a fair, ample, and liberal star-route serv- ice be maintained and encouraged by our Government.
The route from Shoshone to Ketchum, passing through the towns of
Bellevue and Hailey, and which supplies at least 20,000 people, should
be increased from six to seven times a week, and the route on the new
railroad from Nampa to Boise City should , be daily, and also connect
with the eastern and western bound trains on the Oregon Short-Line
railroad.
REAPPORTIONMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLA'l'URE.

I desire to call the attention of the Interior Department and of Congress t~ the fact that the distribution of the population of the 'l\~rritory
ha.s materially changed since 1885. .At the session of 1887 a bill was
passed by the house reapportioning the members of t,he Jegislature,
hut was defeated by the conncil.
Again, the bill passed in 1885 was a kind of a jobbing bi11, and never
g~ye_ a fair representation, but joined counties in council and hou 'e
d1stncts that were entfrely disconnected, when they could have made
tbe~e joint <listricts of counties hidjoining each other, and who, e interests were itlentical.
I therefore recommend that in the bill making appropriations for tbe
next session of the legislature a proviso be in erted t!Jat the goveruor,
J>_re ident of the council, and speaker of the hou e of the la t legi lat 1ve as eml>ly be authorized to redistrict th Territorv for tlrn ele ·tio11
of membern to the legislature to convene on the seconcl Monday iu D ·
c~ml>e~·, 1888, iu order that the pre ent inequality in the repre ·enta.tlon of the everal countie may l>e avoided in that e ion.
DIVISION OR SEGREGATION OF IDAHO.

In ~b matt r f tu pr po ed di Yi ion of I<laho T rritorJ aud tb an11 xat10n _f 1 part t o h r political b di , I wi 'h to riou I. · ill
tll • att nt1 u f th D parttneut and Oongre to the qu ion.
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.At the time of the organization of Idaho as a Territory, Le~ist~n,
the county seat of Nez Perces county, was designated as a Territorial
capital. To accommodate the bulk of the population tne capital was in
a short time by legislative enactment removed to a more central poi~t,
viz, Boise Oity, where it has since remained. This proved very distasteful to a portion of the inhabitants of Lewiston, who ever after retained the most intense hatred for southern Ida;ho, and, in order to be
revenged, found many excuses for the division of Idaho, as soon as the
ambition of Washington Territory to become a State gave thP.m an opportunity. The desire for annexation to Washington Tt>rritory is by
no means unanimous in northern Idaho, as is evinced by the protest
presented to the last Congress. The inhabitants of the Oreur d'Alene
sectfon, in Shoshone county, do not desire to be an:..fexed to Washington
at all, but would prefer if Idaho is to be divided tu be annexed to Montana. It is conceded that the bulk of residents of Kootenai and Idaho
counties prefer to remain in Idaho.
The principal resource of northern Idaho is mining and the greater
extent of its area is mineral land.
Washington is practically non-mineral, and it is ·ve.ry apparent to
mining men that mining interests suffer in a State or Territory wbere
the majority of the people are interested in agrarian or agricultural
pursuits. Now that the railroads have connected the two sections of
Idaho, one of the standing arguments of annexationists bas fallen to
the ground. Communication with Boise _C ity an,d southern Idaho from
northern Idaho is as direct, short, and practicable as with Olympia
and western Washington.
This scheme of annexation and division, born as it was in local jealousy
and petty spite, fostered by political hatred and partisan splern, ad vocated by many political jobbers and tricksters, is thorougl1ly distasteful to the great majority of the people of Idaho and repugnant to the
best interests of the Territory.
Confronted with annexation on the north by a sister Territory very
anxious for a slice of our area, we are attacked again by a hungry neighbor from the south, Nevada by name, who is willing to gobble up tbe
remaining portion of Idaho and to assimilate it with her own identity.
To this pet scheme of designing politicians, whose desire is to further
their own aims and ambitions regardless of the wishes of the people,
the inhabitants of Idaho again enter a <lecided opposition in no uncertain voice. The assumption of our neighbors is simply appalling.
With an area already of 109,740 square miles, Nevada des1res an addition of about 66,290 square miles from Idaho, which would give the
former an extent of 176,030 square miles, making a State 604 square
miles larger than the New England and Middle States and Mary land
combined, as can be seen from the following table :
State.

Area.

State.

Square miles.
Maine ·----· ______ ·----- --------·-··

New Hampshire·-----··____________
Vermont ... _. _. __ . _.. ________ .. __ . .
Connecticut ____________ ·-·---·---__
Rhode Island. __ .. --·. __ .. __ . ______ .
Massachusetts·------··----··-·---·
New York .... ··-··--··------··----·
Pennsylvania. __ .. __ ·---- __ .. _.... . .
Delaware . _____ .--··--·. ___ .•• ··--· .

New .Jersey··-··--···-··--··--··--·

29,895
9,005

9, 136
4,845

1,085
8,0tO
49,170
44,985
1,950
7,455

Maryland ·-·-·· ·--· ·---·· ·--·· ___
Total.._ .. __ .. : ______ . __ .. __ . .

Area.

____

,

Square miles.
9,800

175, 426

Nevada ........ . .. ___ .. __ . ___ .. _..
109,740
Idaho, as prop~sed .. _...... ___ . _.. _ _6_1;_,2_00
'rota! square miles. __ ...... _..
Eastern States ___ .. _-.. -- -- - . --- -.

176,030
175,426
604
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The people of Idaho desire justice and a voice in the determination
of those vital questions which more intimately affect and intemst them
thau any others concerned.
We are now a prosperous and progressive people; we can boast of
more advantages aml improvement~ for our oprortnnities than any
other Territory in the Union; our schools are secoud to none in the
West; disloyalty and insurrection get no foothold here ; our atteutfon
is wholly given to the improvement of this beautiful young Territory,
to our mines, our flocks and our herds, our forests. of pine and of fir,
and to the tilling of those broad and fertile acres which Providence
ha,s so generously bestowecl upon the Territory bf Idaho.
We desire to be let alone to preserve onr identity as Idahoundivi<le<l
and en1ire, until in our own good time we come, in the full consciousness
of the justice an(l merit of our claim, requesting the admission of Idaho
into the sisterhood of States.
PARDONS.

The organic act of Idaho provi~es that tlrn governor '' niay grant pardons and reprieves, and remit fines and forfeitures for offen&es against
the laws of the Territory, and respites for offenses against the laws of
the United States, till the decision of the President can be made known
-thereon."
During my incumbency of the office I have granted no reprieves, respites, or remitted any fines or forfeitures, and but few pardons.
Four pardons have been granted in cases of extreme youth and in consideration of good conduct, after their terms of sentence had nearly expirecl.
.
In one case the innocence of the prisoner was fully proven, and in another case failing health and a strong probability of justification for the
commission of the offense, backed by a ver.v large petition of the best
citizens of the country where the offense was committed.
I have had numerous applications for par<lon.s, backed by powerful
influence and numerously signed petitions, which Ihave refuseu to grant.
Prisoners mm;t make their defeuse before the courts, and only when
newly discovered evidence is presented to the executive sboul<l he interfere with the ends of justice. Tile par,loniug power, in my opinion,
should never be used unless the ends of justice, the good of society and
the community are subserved thereby.
.
The pardoning power should, I think, be vested in a board of pardon
commissioners, to whom all applications and petitions on this subject
should be presented.
TERRITORIAL L.A.WS.

The thirteenth session of the legislature provided for a revision, compilation, and consolidation of all the laws and general statute of the
Territory into one volume. Hon. R. Z. J obn on, J obn S. Gray, and Jame
H. Beatty werothecommis ~ioners. To Hon. R. Z. John.on and John .
Gray wa as igned the work on the general statutes known a the r vi eel tatutes of Idaho, and to the other commi ioner, Hon. Jame
H. Beatty, were a ign d the pecial laws.
Th r vi ed tatute were delivered to the governor, and by him laid
befor th fourt enth s ~ion ufthe Iegi.'lative a embly, who re- ua t rl
them , Im ta th . came from the hand of tb com mi' ioner , tb ..
the tatut . of I~aho, o revi ed, amende<l, added to, and con lidat ~
re now prmted m one volume of 1,0 Opage , which reflect gre t credit
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on the commissioners who so ably performed this bard _a nd laborimrn
work. The special laws are to be printed in a small volume, but have
not yet been received from the printer.
FINANCIAL CONDITION.
OFFICE OF CONTROLLER OF IDAHO,

Boise Oity, October 1, 1887.

Srn: I have the honor to comply with your request, and submit my special report
as controller for tbe past year.
.
It is proper to say th.at the prosperous condition of the financial affairs of our Territory at this time is a subject of congratulation .
The effect of a wise :financial policy pursued by the last legislative assembly, to refrain from making extravagant or unnecessary appropriations, is now beginning to be
feit, aithough tbe territorial expenditures for the year have increased, with our fast
increasing popu1ation.
A careful examination of the operations of the trea1,1ury will serve to show that the
natural tendency to increase expenditures has been counteracted by judicious legislation and economical management ot our :financial affairs.
The number of insane persons committed to the care of the Territory grows larger
every year .
•
Our territorial prison statistics show each year an increased number of convicts,
which necessarily adds to our annual expenses.
-.
The revised statutes and special laws of Idaho, 2,000 copies have been published
during the past year, which entails an expenditure of $4,000.
Permanent improvements have been added to the insane asylum situated at Blackfoot, which were necessary and amounted to the sum of $4,000.
· The usual expenses attendant upon the convening of the legislative assembiy have
accrued.
.
Yet, notwithstanding these and other natural additions to the drains upon our
treasury, onr :financial prospects are exceedingly flattering.
·
From a careful and scrutinizing examination of the reports of the assessors of the
various counties, on file in this office, I am pleased i.o announce that the increase on
lbe valuation of property t,hroughout the Territory exceeds by over $3,000,000 that
of 1R86. Notwithstanding the fact that the valuation of all property is requfred to
be made in accordance with the present law, viz, "a full cash value," still the same
has been listed by the assessors and does not exceed 40 per cent. of the actual value.
Most of the assessors have assessed their respective counties by relation of value to
those of an adjoining county, and the duty of adjusting the relation of assessments
between those counties devolved upon the several boards of county commissioners.
They have ·in nearly every instance quietly acquiesced in the acts of the assessor.
Experience should teach them that an undervaluation is unjust to a large portion of our tax-paying constituents, the undervaluation being confined principally
to lands, live stock, and solvent debts. This d_uty of fixing the valuation accor<licg
to the values of the lands or other properties assessed needs additional legislation,
either to enlarge upon the penalties for non-performance of official duties, or calls
for the enactment of a law creating a territorial board of equalization, which shall
equalize and place a value upon each specific kind and species of property to be listed
throughout the Territory.
·
DEBT,

Bonds, act 1877, due December 1, 1891. _________ .. ·-·-·· ..•••. ···-·· ___ _ $46,715.06
Capitol building bonds, due in mos .... ··---- ______________________ ....
80,000.00
20,000.00
Insane asylum bonds, due from 1892 to 1895. ___ .• •••. ··-··· .•••.• ···-··
Amount of warrants issued for the fiscal year ending October
1, 1887 ... ·----- ·----- . ., ••• ·---- - ·---- - ------ ·----- -· $75,780.72
By amount redeemed to date. __ •.•••••... _•... _•....• _.... . 21, 640. 29
Warrants outstanding ......•.•..•• _•...•••..•••.... ____ .•••••. _.

54,140.43

Total . __. : .••• _•..•• _•..••• _•..• _.. , •• __ .. _• _••... __ .... _.. • • • . .

200, 855. 49

The interest on these bonds are paid semi-annually in New York city.
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The annual ad valorem tax of 3½ mills on all property in this Territory, not exerupL
frorri taxation, will yield an income of $70,000, which amount becomes <lue and
payable on the second Monday in December.
The annual revenue which the Territory derives from poll-taxes will
amount to .... .................... ______ .................. ----~- ____ $10,000.00
The proceeds derived from licenses will amount to ......... _..... __ . . . . 15, 000. 00
Prom the caru of non-indigent insane ______ ----··......................
400.00
I<~rom the rents of capitol building ..................... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1, 500. 00
}~rom other sources under special acts .. _._.............................
300. 00
To amount on hand in Territorial treasury ............ __ .... _... .• • • •. 14, 000. 00
The fiscal year closes on the first Monday after the second Monday in January,
when settlements are made with tr1e respective county treasurers and payments are
transmitted to the '1'erritorial treasurer.
A sinking-fund is created for 1he purpose of paying the interest on the bonds.
There is now in that fund .. _.... _. _.... ___ .......•........ _. _.. •• . ••. . $9,068.09
Amount due in October and January from licenses.....................
7,500.00
1'otal _..............••....•............................. __ . . . . . .

16, 568. 09

After the expiration of ten years from the issuance of bonds, the surprus moneys of
this fund will be used for the redemption of the bonds above mentioned. A surplus
of $5,000 per annum over the interest due on the bonds will accumulate in this fund.
RESOURCES.

Property tax ...••......•••..••.....•••................••...•......•• - . $70,000.00
Poll-tax .•...•.................•.••.....................••............ 10,000,00
7,500.00
License .............••...••......................•....................
Other sources ......... __ ....• _....... _............ ..........•....•••..
2,200.00
14,000.00
On hand in treasury...... . . . • . . . . . . ~ ............ , ••...•.•............
103,700.00

Balance on hand in the Territorial treasury over the registered indebtedness, on January 1, 1888. _. _ ........ _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35, 560. 00
I have the honor to be, your obediant servant,
JAMES H. WICKERSHAM,
Controller.
EDWARD A. STEVENSON,

Governor of Idaho Terr-itory.
CHURCHES.

All the leading denominations are well represented.
Episcopal.-Idaho and Wyoming constitute one missionary diocese
under the charge of Right Rev. Ecbelbert Talbot, D. D. There are at
present six parishes, located at Boise City, Hailey, Ketchum, Bellevue,
Lewiston, and Emmett. Value of church property, $21,650.
P.resbyterian.-Tbis church has nine churches, located at Boise City,
Lewiston, Kamiah, Lapwai, North Fork, Rathdrum, Bellevue, Mala.d,
and Moscow. Number of members, 683. Value of church property,
$17,000.

Bapt-ist.-Tbis denomination bas tbi rteeu churches, located at Boi, e
City, Wei er, Oa1<lwel1, Eagle Rock, Blackfoot, l\1oscow, Salabria, l\lidd:e. Valley, Payette, Riverside, l\1ann'R Creek, and Nez Perce aud vic1mty. Members, 434. Value of church property, $16,000.
Roman Oatholic.-Under the charge of Right Rev. Alfon Glorieux
p. D .. Clrnrc~e · and chapel , 15; priest·, 9; convent , 2; m mbe ,
mcladmg Indian , 5,000. Value of church property, 4-0,000.
Methodist Episcopal.-Number of cburcbe , 9; 4 par onage , value
3,300; church prop rty, 24,000 Number of member about 50 .
Ther ar . uppo d to be about 15,000 Mormon , confined principall
to th c unb of Be, r Lake, Bingham, Oneida, and Oas ia.
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SOCIETIES.

Masonic.-Tbe Grand lodge of Idaho was organized December 17,
1867. Number of lodges, 19; total number of members, 634; value of
property, $26,000; orphall fund on hand, $12,661.
Odd FeUows.-Grand lodge instituted November 13, 1883. Number
of lodges, 15; · total number of members, 499; value of property,
$15,600; relief fuIHl on hand, $618.
. .
.
Good Templars.-This temperance orgamzatwn has lodges m all the
couuties. Property about $15,000.
.
Knights of Labor.-Tlris organization has lodges in several places m
the Territor:v.
Besides these there are several other societies, but no data have been
furnished.
CLIMA'.l'E

OF IDAHO.

The following meteorological data are furnished by the United States
signal office at Boise City, covering the year ending .August 31, 1887:
.Amount ofrainfall, 13.18 inche.s . .Average monthlyrainfall 1.10 inches.
There was one inch more of rainfall during the year above 11amed than
during the corresponding period of the previous year. Highest temperature, 100.3 degrees above zero (occurred July 6). Lowest temperature, 6.1 degrees above zero (occurred February 25). Average temperature during the year, 50.8 degrees above zero.
In Idaho, as elsewhere in the dry belt of the United States, the line of moisture is gradually creeping down · the mountains and extending
farther into the valleys. This phenomenon is probably caused by the
generation of electric currents by the rails and telegraphs of the railroads·and the increased amount of soil turned up by the plow.
UNDEVELOPED RESOURCES.

The great natural resources of Idaho are to-day practically undeveloped. Within her boundaries are large amounts of good agricultural
and grazing lands belonging to the Government that are now open to
settlement, and particularly in the counties of .Alturas, Ada, Washington, Bingham, Boise, Idaho, and Cassia, besides more or less in all
tbA other counties.
The great mineral belt of Idaho is hardly prospected, and our mining enterprises are yet in their infancy. Thousands of good and valuable quartz mines of gold, silver, copper, and lead are yet unoccupied
and unlocated.
The finest water-powers in the world, capable of running all kinds of
machinery, are open to location and are unused and unappropriated.
Splendid locations for grazing and manufacturing butter and cheese
on a large scale can be bad in almost any county, and the products
wo:iild find a ready sale in our mining counties ; good, fresh butter by
reliable makers sells here for from 30 to 40 cents per pound.
No better place in the world could be found for the erection of mills,
quartz mills, factories, tanneries, and woolen mills than our fine waterpowers now unappropriated and most admirably adapted for such industries.
·
Building irrigating ditches to supply farmers with water on the
desert lands is one of the most safe and certain investments for capitalists. Immense forests of pine and fir timber are yet held by the Government, but are allowed to be used honestly for domestic purposes.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

I very respectfully offer the following suggestions to the Department:
That all Indians be given their land in severalty, and the balance of
the large Indian reservation s in I<laho be opened to settlement under
such rules and regulations as may be just and proper.
Tha~ the mail facilities of Idaho be greatly improved and new routes
esta.bhshed to meet the necessities of our new frontier settlements.
That four United States judges be provided
Idaho Territory instead of three, as at present.
That the Delegates from the Territories be vested ·with the same
rights and privileges of legislation as members of Congress from States .
. That the people of the Territories shall be given the privilege and
right of voting in the election of President and Vice-President of the
United States.
That the alien land act be so amended as not to apply to mineral
lands in the Territories.
'l'hat an appropriation of money be made to enlarge the United States
penitentiary and improve the United States assay office at Boise Uity.
That Boise barracks be increased from a two-company to a fourcompany post.
Th,tt there be an investigation of the Indian depredations committed
upon the citizens of Idaho in the years 1877 and l b78, during the Nez
Perce and Bannack Indian wars, and that an appropriation be made for
the payment.
That the Territory have the right to lease for a limited number of
years the school and university lands, and apply tbe money thus derived to the support of the common scl.10ols.
That this Territory be allow·e d to remain undivided and entire until,
in the near future, we enter the Union of States, not under the borr9wed robes or name of some other State or Territory, but as Idaho.

for

CONCLUSION .
.
In conclusion, I have the honor to say that I am quite sensible that

I have not been able to give many localities of Idaho a fair showing in
this report, but I have spared neither time nor 6Xpense in endeavoring,
by persona] observation and the best possible information obtainable,
to make this report reliable and useful.
I take great pleasure in extending the thanks of this department to
those gentlemen and friend s in every county .wllo have so generously
belped me in collecting the data and statistics fol' this report.
Respectfn1ly submitted.
EDWARD A. STEVENSON,
Governor.
H on .L.Q
..
O L.A.MAR,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. O.

FEDERAL Al\'1) TERRITORIAL OFFICES IN IDAHO.

Fred. T. Dubois, D legate to Congress; electecl 1886.
Feder<f,l officers.-Eclward .A.. Stev nson, governor; appointed Feuruary 8, 1 6; all~clward ,J. Uurtis, secretary; appoint d 1' cl,rua.ry li, 1 5; alary, 1 00
np,l fi · J, 111 B. Hays, ·liic-f jn1;ticc; appoiute<l August 2, 1 'G; salary, 3,
·
orm~~1 Bu ·I ·, ~ oci:tt _justic ; appointed larch 11, 1 4 · salary, 3,0 O.
a
Brodn,ck, ~· "O<·iat' .JU, t H !C; appointc•cl March 24, 1
; ·alary, ·3.0( 0. Jame II.
~a,~·I Y,. mte<~ ta.~<·s attorney; appoin~cd ,Jannary 20 1 (;; salary, .~~WO and fc
zra Baird, 01t d tat mar hal; a.pporntecl Aaguc,t :l 1 6; salary, , ·200 and fc

ary, 2,600.
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TERRITORY OF IDAHO.

Joseph C. Straughan , United States surveyor-general; appointed Juno 16, 18c6; sn,1ar~
$:.l,500.·

.

.

'Territorial officers.-James H. Wickersham, controller and auditor; appomte(~ 1887; ·
salary, $1,800. Charles Himrod, tre~surer; appointed 1887; sala~y, $1,000. Richard
Z. Johnson, attorney-general; appomted 1887; s~lary, $2,000. Silas W. Moody, superintendent of public instruction; appomted ltl87; salary, $1,200.
.
Capitol-building trustees.-Charles Himrod, Charles Bilderback, aud I. N. Tmer; appointed 1887.
.
Com:rnissioners Idaho Insane Asylum.-!. N. Coston, cbauman; 0. P. Johnson, secretary, and Nelse A. Just; appoi_nted 1887.
Janitor of tlte capitol building.-W. R. Cartwright; appointed 1887.
Watchman.-George Bilderback; appointed 1887.
TERMS OF COURT IN IDA.HO.

Supreme court, second Monday ii:J. January.
United States business done at Lewiston, Boise City, and Blackfoot.
First judicial district (Norman Buck, justice ).-Kootenai county, at Rathdrum the first
Wednesday in April and second Wednesday in October. Shoshone county, at Murray
the third Wednesday in October and third Monday in April. Idaho county, at Mount
Idaho the fourth Thursday in March and first Thursday in September. Nez Perce
county, at Lewiston the first Wednesday in June and first Thursday in December.
Second judicial district (Case Broderick, jnstice).-Ada county, at Boii;e City the
first Monday in April and first Monday in September. Alturas county, at Hailey the
third Monday in M~y and second Monday in October. Boise county, at Idaho City
the first Tuesday in May and third Thursday in August. Owyhee county, at Silver City
the fourth Tuesday in Jul.,v. Washington county, at Weiser City the thiru Tuesday
in March and second Monday in December.
. 1'hird judicial district (James B. Hays, chief justiceJ.-Bingbam county, at Blackfoot the :first Monday in May and fifth Monday in October. Bear Lake county, at
Paris the second Monday in March and third Monday in Jnly. Cassia county, at
Albion the third Monday in March. Custer county, at Challis the third Monday
in June and first Monday iij October. Lemhi county, at Salmon City the second
· Monday in April and third Monday in September. Oneida county, at Malad City the
second Monday in June and third Monday in October.
IDAHO ALTITUDES.

'l'he following are elevations of prominent towns, lakes, and valleys of Idaho, as
ascertained by Professor Hayden and other explorers:
Name.

Am~rican Falls ..•..•....•.•...•..••.
Alturas lake . .....••... .•............
Blackfoot, county seat of Bingham
0

J3!ir t:,.Yle :: : :: : :::: : : :::: :: :: :: :: :: ::

~~u:~:~i-~::::::::::::::::::::::::
Boise City, capital of Idaho .•••......

Big Camas prairie, Alturas county .. .
J3ig Camas prairie, Idaho county .... .
Creur d' A.lene mission .. ___ .......• _.
Craig mountain ..•.. _.•.••.......•..
Custer mountain .•••....•..••.. _•...
Caribou mountain .. _..• __ • _•.. _.••••
Centerville, Boise county ........... .
Challis, county seat of Custer county.

}~~efa.1f~:::::
::::::::::::::::::: - ~
Lapwai ......•••••........•.•..••••..

Grand Teton mountain ............. .
Idaho City, county seat of B o is 6

~~f~~-: :: :::::: ::: :::::::: :: :::: ::

Lewiston, county seat of Nez Perce
county ............................ .
Little Salmon Meadows .••...•.•••••.
Lake Pend d'Oreille ..•...• _.....•••.

Elevation.
Feet.
4,320
6,600
4,456
5,900
6,400
5,200
2,800
5,000
3,500
2,280
4,080
8,760
9,854
4,825
5,400
4,720
4,783
2,000
13,691
4,263
5,700
680
4,500
2,093

Name.

Lake Creur d'Alene ....•. _.••..• _.. _..
Long Valley (Payette) .......•........
Malad, county seat of Oneida county .
Montpelier ...... ....... __ ........... .
Mount !dabo, county seat of Idaho
county ............... . ........... _. .
Paris, county seat of B ear L a k e

pii~~~fro": ::: :: ::::::: :: ::::::::: :: :::

Placerville .......... .•.... ____ ....... .
Rocky Bar ..............•.... .- _...... .
Salmon City, county seat of Lemhi
Sod°aus;{i~i£s·::::::::::: :·: ::::::: ·::::
Silver City, county seat of Owyhee
county.................. . .. . .....
Summit between Boise and Idaho Cit.y.
War Eagle mountain ...... __ ........ .
Hailey, county seat of Alturas county.
Albfon, county seat of Cassia county.
Weiser, county seat of Washington
county .............. --~- ........... .
Murray, county seat of Sh o sh o n e
county, about .................... -: ·
Rathdrum, county seat of Kootenai

sh1:i~ ~~~-~~: :::::::: :::::::: ::::::

0

Sh~

Elevation.
Feet.
2,150
4,700
4, 71)0
5,793
3,480
5,836
, 4,512
5,100
5,200
4,030
5,779
6,680
4;815
7,980
5,350
4,400
2,340
4,000
2,000
4,587

